
NEBRASKA STATE QUARTER DESIGN COMMITTEE MEETING 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 2102 

LINCOLN, NE 
Tuesday, July 13, 2004  -  9:30 am 

 
 
PRESENT: Secretary of State John Gale, Tom Bassett,  Dr. Michael Schuyler, Gordon Howard,   
  Norman Geske, and Roger Bruhn  
OTHERS PRESENT:   Staff member Sharon Hambek, Shawn Drapal and Kelly Seacrest 
ABSENT: Jodi Rave & Virgil Marshall  
 
Open Meeting Notice:  Secretary of State John Gale called the meeting to order at 9:35 AM noting  
  there were enough members present to be sufficient for a quorum.  He also stated notice of 
  this meeting had been posted on the State’s internet public meeting calendar in compliance  
  with the Public Meeting Law.  The agenda was posted on the Secretary of State web site and  
  has been available in the office of the Secretary of State for inspection during regular business 
  hours. 
 
Minutes & Agenda:   A motion was made by Mr. Bassett, seconded by Dr. Schuyler to accept the agenda.  
  The motion passed by unanimous vote.   A motion was made by Dr. Schuyler, seconded by  
  Mr. Howard to approve the minutes as previously mailed. The motion passed by   
  unanimous vote.     
 
Presentation I:  Larry Sommer with the State Historical Society was introduced and presented information  
   to the Committee on the historical significance of Chimney Rock.  He stated it is the most  
  noted landmark on the Oregon Trail.  The second icon he also presented information on was 
  the State Capitol.  He noted that it is widely recognized as an architectural masterpiece.  He  
  also informed the Committee that his office would have reference material available on both  
  of these icons if needed for submission to the U.S. Mint to authenticate historical accuracy.   
 
Presentation II:  Bob Ripley, the Capitol Historian and Tom Kaspar with the Capitol Building Division were 
  introduced and presented information on the allegorical and historical significance of the  
  sower image from the top of the state capitol for the quarter.  Mr. Ripley recommended the  
  Committee select just ONE icon for the quarter, something broad based enough to represent 
  a large portion of the state.  He and Mr. Kaspar felt the sower accomplishes this endeavor.    
  They also presented some designs developed by Mr. Kaspar as examples of how the sower  
  might appear on the quarter.   
 
Recess:   The meeting was recessed at 10:30 am and reconvened at 10:50 am.   
 
Sketches:  The Committee reviewed the sketches Shawn Drapal had prepared as directed by the Committee 
  during the last meeting.  Discussion was held on each. The Committee suggested the   
  following changes to be made prior to the next meeting.   
  Design 1  -  Substitute Chimney Rock image from Design 3  
  Design 2  -  Substitute Chimney Rock image from Design 3 
  Design 3  -  Leave as it is  
  Design 4  -  Leave as it is 
  Design 5  -  Change words to State Capitol & correct north side entrance 
  Design 6  -  Add text  “The Sower” 



  
  Design 6A  -  Design like #6 but use the image of the sower that Mr. Kaspar had given the 
    Committee, adding a full view of the legs 
  Design 7  -  Add the words “The Sower” under the panhandle 
  Design 8  -  Delete 
  Design 9  -  Change words to “First Homestead” and add windmill on the left 
  Design 10 – Delete 
  Design 11  -  Shrink image of Standing Bear slightly, move words “Chief  Standing Bear” 
    down and add a banner under 1867 with the words “Equality Before the  
    Law” 
  Design 12  -  Move words to below the panhandle in a smaller font and add the   
    words “Equality Before the Law” above the state WITHOUT the banner 
  Design 13  -  Change words to State Capitol and reduce the size of the Standing Bear  
    image.      
  Design 14  -   Delete 
  Design 15  -  Change words to State Capitol and correct the north entrance to the capitol. 
  Design 16  -  Delete 
 
Members:  It was noted that Jodi Rave, even though still working for Lee Enterprises, is no longer a  
  Nebraska resident and has taken up residency in Montana.  The Committee expressed  
  some concern about a Committee member not living in the  state and would not be  
  available for meetings over the next couple years.  Ms. Hambek was asked to contact Jane 
  Renner-Hood, Executive Director of the Nebraska Humanities Council, the agency that  
  had appointed Ms. Rave to the Committee, to discuss the situation with her.   
 
Lunch: The meeting was recessed at 12:40 pm for lunch.  It reconvened again at 1:25 pm   
  with a quorum still present even though Roger Bruhn had left for the day. 
 
Humanities Council:  Secretary Gale reported that, following his meeting with the Executive Director of 
  the Nebraska Humanities Council, he had sent a letter to them asking that they become a  
  “partner” with this Committee for the Launch Event.  The letter asked that they be the  
  organization to handle any funds collected for the event as well as possibly providing some 
  of the entertainers.  He had received a call from Ms. Hood stating her Board did not meet  
  again until August.  She will notify Secretary Gale of their decision.  It was suggested this 
  organization may also have some grant money available that could be applied for to help  
  finance the Launch Event. 
 
Launch Event:  Secretary Gale reported to the Committee that he and Ms. Hambek had recently  
  had a phone conference with representatives from the U. S. Mint and they stated the March 
  25, 2006 date we had proposed for Launch Event would be too early.  They noted the  
  Committee needed to plan the Launch at least 2 to 3 weeks following the release of the  
  Nebraska Quarter by the Federal Reserve.  The release date is probably not going to  
  happen until late March or early April.  Ms. Hambek reported she had released the March 
  25th date from all venues and had gotten information about what dates were available in  
  April, 2006.   
 
  Considerable discussion was held with regard to the type of event, how long it might be,  
  other possible locations, etc.   Following discussion, a motion was  made by Dr. Schuyler, 



  seconded by Mr. Bassett requesting Ms. Hambek to  contact the Pershing Auditorium and  
  book the entire facility for the day of April 29, 2006.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  
  It was the consensus of the Committee that Ms. Hambek should begin inquiring into the  
  possibility of holding  at least the ceremonial portion of the event on the north Capitol  
  steps.  She was also asked to inquire about the possible use of the remainder of the grounds 
  for vendors and to contact the proper City officials and ask about closing streets.   
 
  Discussion was also held regarding the possibility of holding a VIP reception at the  
  Governor’s Mansion the night before the Launch.  It was decided Secretary Gale would  
  write a formal letter to the Governor asking if he and Stephanie would be willing to host a 
  reception on April 28, 2006 for the Quarter Launch Event.   The letter would also   
  respectfully request his presence at the Launch Event on April 29, 2006.   
 
Certificate: The Committee reviewed various styles of certificates that could be used for the Certificate 
  of Excellence to be given to the top 5% of designs submitted.  A motion was made by Dr. 
  Schuyler, seconded by Mr. Bassett to use the certificate with the capitol in the background 
  with the following changes: 1) use the same font but make the names of the committee  
  members larger and more bold; 2) remove Dr. from in front of Dr. Schuyler’s name; and 3) 
  put the committee names in just one or two longer lines.  These certificates would be  
  presented to up to 5%  of the total designs submitted and would be sent out on or about  
  September 15, 2004.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.   
 
Other Business:  No other business was presented. 
 
Next Meeting:   After reviewing everyone’s calendar the following meeting dates were set:  
  July 29, 2004  9:30 am  Sept. 9, 2004  9:30 am 
  August 16, 2004 9:30 am  Sept. 20, 2004  9:30 am 
  Members will be notified of the exact location in the State Capitol at a later date.   
 
Adjourn: A motion was made by Dr. Schuyler, seconded by Mr. Gordon to adjourn the meeting at  
  2:40 pm.  Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sharon Hambek 
Event Coordinator 
Secretary of State Office 
 


