
NEBRASKA QUARTER DESIGN COMMITTEE MEETING 
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 1525 

LINCOLN, NE   
Thursday, December 15, 2004  - 9:30 am 

 
PRESENT:   Secretary of State John Gale, Virgil Marshall, Gordon Howard, Dr. Michael  
  Schuyler, Roger Bruhn, Norman Geske, Jodi Rave, Tom Bassett and staff   
  member Sharon Hambek 
 
Open Meeting Notice:  Secretary of State John Gale called the meeting to order at 9:37 AM.  He  
  stated notice of this meeting had been posted on the State’s internet public meeting  
  calendar in compliance with the Public Meeting Law.  The agenda was posted on the  
  Secretary of State web site and has been available in the office of the Secretary of  
  State for inspection during regular business hours.  Secretary Gale welcomed guests  
  present.    
 
Roll Call: Roll call was taken with all members present. 
 
Minutes & Agenda:   A motion was made by Mr. Bassett, seconded by Dr. Schuyler to accept the  
  agenda.   Roll call vote was taken with the motion passing by unanimous vote.   A  
  motion was made by Dr. Schuyler, seconded by Mr. Bassett to approve the minutes  
  as presented. A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing by unanimous vote.  
 
U.S. Mint Draft Designs:   Members were each given a packet containing a copy of all the designs  
  the U.S. Mint graphic artists had developed and returned to the Committee for their  
  consideration.  The members were also given copies of the narratives, and the  
  designs those narratives described, that had been submitted to the Mint.  Secretary  
  Gale noted that there certainly was not consistency in the quality of the designs  
  returned to the Committee.  
 
  It was noted the Committee had to get the designs down to just four they wanted –  
  one for each narrative.  It had been suggested by the Executive Committee that they  
  start with the Capitol and Sower designs as there were fewer choices and they were  
  more similar to the design narratives submitted. 
 
  Voting on the Sower:   Members were asked to vote whether or not to keep each    
  sower design.   Following the first vote, Design #3 received unanimous vote to be  
  kept.  Designs 4 and 6 were the next highest vote getters.  Discussion was held  
  and members then voted on whether or not to keep #4 and #6.  Following this vote, 
  it was determined that Design 4  and Design 6 would stay for further  consideration.   
 
  Voting on Capitol:  Following the first vote Design #4 was the  winner with   
  Designs 2 and 3 both receiving three “yea” votes.  Following the second vote,   
  Designs 2 and 3 both got 4 “yea” votes.  It was decided to keep all three designs  
  for further consideration.    
 
  Chimney Rock voting:   The Committee had received several designs for the   
  Chimney Rock narrative so it was decided to go through and vote on five at one  
  time.  



 
  Members reviewed Deisgns 1 through 5 and decided to only keep Design 1 for  
  further consideration.  In the next group, Designs 6 through 10, it was decided to  
  retain Designs 8 and 10.  The last group, Designs 11 through 15, the Committee  
  elected to retain Design 12 for further consideration. 
 
  Standing Bear voting:   It was decided to initially go through five designs at a time in  
  this group also because of the large number of designs to be reviewed.  Ms. Rave  
  suggested the Committee eliminate the designs with the full head dress as that is not  
  what would normally have been worn in that time frame. 
 
  In the first group, Designs 1 through 6, the Committee decided to retain Designs  
  2, 3, and 4 for further consideration.  In the second group, Design 7 through   
  Design 11, only Design 9 was retained.  In the final group, Design 12 through  
  Design 19, only 13 was retained. 
 
   
Selection of Final Four Designs:   Sower:  Mr. Bruhn stated that Design 3 was his first choice.   
  He noted the prominence of the full name of the sculptor and also noted that he did  
  not care for the “amputated” look of the legs in this design with it ending at the  
  knees.  He stated he would prefer to see it down to the calf and “blended” into the  
  coin more.   
 
  A motion was made by Dr. Schuyler, seconded by Mr. Marshall to remove the full  
  name of the sculptor from the design.  Roll call vote was taken and the motion  
  passed by unanimous vote. 
 
  A motion was made by Dr. Schuyler, seconded by Ms. Rave to approve Design 3  
  with the removal of the sculptor’s name.  There was a friendly amendment to the  
  motion made by Mr. Bruhn, seconded by Ms. Rave to have the legs stop below the  
  knee and to “blend” the legs into the coin more.  A roll call vote was taken with it  
  passing by six to two.  
 
Recess: The Committee recessed at 11:00 am and reconvened again at 11:07 am with all  
  members present. 
 
Selection Process Continues:  State Capitol:   Discussion was held about Design 4 not accurately 
  representing the entrance to the building.  It was noted this is something that the  
  Committee could ask to have modified.   
 
  Further discussion was held regarding the font size and whether or not to use all  
  capital letters in the verbiage.   A motion was made by Mr. Bruhn to accept Design  
  4, using all capital letters for the verbiage and to instruct the graphic artist to   
  improve the entrance into the capitol.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion  
  passing by seven to one.     
 
  Chimney Rock:  Discussion was held with regard to the four design drafts the  
  Committee had earlier selected to retain.  A motion was made by Mr. Howard to  
  retain Design 8 with some suggested changes as follows:   that the wagon, oxen and  
  figures be reduced and more markings/shading be placed on Chimney Rock.  Mr.  



  Marshall seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing by 
  a seven to one vote. 
 
  Standing Bear:  Some discussion was held regarding the various pros and cons of  
  each remaining design.  A motion was made by Mr. Geske, seconded by Mr. Bruhn  
  to eliminate Design 3 because of the lettering being superimposed over the state  
  outline.   A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing by unanimous vote. 
 
  Dr. Schuyler made a motion to approve Design 2 just as it is as the final design for  
  this narrative.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bruhn.  A roll call vote was taken  
  with the motion passing by a six to two vote.   
 
  Mr. Bassett made a motion that in Design 2 the words “Chief Standing Bear” and  
  “Equality Before the Law” be slightly enlarged, perhaps by 10 to 15%.  Motion  
  seconded by Mr. Marshall.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing by a  
  seven to one vote.   
 
  The question was raised as to whether or not the Committee would get to see the  
  changes they had requested on the designs selected.  Secretary Gale stated that he  
  thought the Committee would have an opportunity to see the final designs. 
 
Launch Event:    Secretary Gale stated he would like the Committee to consider authorizing the  
  Executive Committee to study the Launch Event information from the University of 
  Nebraska Journalism class and make some recommendations to the full Committee.   
  Mr. Bassett made a motion authorizing the Executive Committee to make   
  recommendations regarding the Launch Event to the  full Committee.  Mr. Geske  
  seconded it.  A roll call vote was taken with the motion passing by unanimous vote. 
 
Other Business:  Discussion was held regarding the decision the Committee had previously made  
  to send “Certificates of Excellence” to the top 5%, or approximately 300, designs  
  submitted by the public.   A motion was made by Mr. Bassett, seconded by Mr.  
  Geske to authorize the Secretary of State, as Chairman of the Committee, to   
  proceed with getting the certificates mailed out to the recipients.  A roll call vote was  
  taken with the motion passing by a unanimous vote. 
 
  Mr. Geske stated he wanted it noted that the narrative should not have stated the 
  capitol building was “unique” because it didn’t copy the design of the nation’s  
  Capitol in Washington D.C.  That, in fact, there were several states that have capitols 
  that do not copy that design. 
 
  Secretary Gale thanked all the members of the Committee for their hard work,  
  dedication and time given to the quarter project.  A motion was made by Mr.  
  Howard, seconded by Mr. Bassett to adjourn. 
 
  Meeting adjourned at 12:00 Noon. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sharon Hambek 
Event Coordinator 


