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TITLE 92 - NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 11 - REGULATIONS FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS

001

General Provisions

001.01 Statutory Authority. This Chapter is adopted pursuant to Sections 79-1101 to 1104
of the Revised Statutes of Nebraska (R.R.S.).

001.02 Scope and Application of this Rule. This Chapter governs the administration of
the Early Childhood Education Programs under the provisions of Sections 79-1101 to 1104
RR.S.

001.03 Intent. The-intento£+This Chapter is-te provides for the approval of any early childhood
education program that is established by a school board or educational service unit. This Chapter
also provides for the distribution of grant funds to early childhood education programs.
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001.04 Related Regulations. In addition to the requirements of this Chapter, public school
districts are also governed by regulations contained in Title 92 Nebraska Administrative Code
(NAC), Chapter 10, dealing with the accreditation of schools; 92 NAC Chapters 21 and 24
dealing with teacher certification and endorsement; and 92 NAC Chapter 51 dealing with special

education programs. Title 391 NAC Chapter6-is-also-referenced-to-direct-attentionto-the

Definitions—As-used-in-this-Chapter:

002.01 Board means the State Board of Education.

002.02 Commissioner means the State Commissioner of Education.

002.03 Comprehensive services means the services available in addition to the
educational component of the eatly childhood education program including, but not
limited to, family development, involvement and support and access to nuiritional,
medical, dental, social, and mental health services.

002.04 Department means the State Department of Education, which is comprised
of the Board and the Commissioner,
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002.05 Developmentally appropriate means that the learning envirenment and
teaching strategies are based on widely accepted theories and research about the typicai and
atypical growth, development, and learning of children.

002.06 Early childhood education program means any prekindergarten part-day or full-day
program or in-home family support program with a stated purpose of promoting social,
emotional, intellectual, language, physical,and aesthetic development and learning for children
from birth to kindergarten entrance age and family development and support.

002.07 Family development and support means those components of an early childhood
education program which recognize the central role of parents in their children's development,
with the goal of helping to create productive members of socicty. Family development and
support components enhance parenting skills and the family's ability to gain access fo and benefit
from community resources.

002.08 Family literacy means education and related services activitics, such as the federal Even

Start Family Literacy program, which involve parents and children in interactive literacy
activities; training for parents regarding how to be the primary teacher for their children,
parent literacy; and an age-appropriate education to prepare children for success in school
and life experiences.

002.1109 Feacheraide Paraeducator means an individual who serves in a non-teaching role under
the supervision of a staff-member teacher certificated under to teach pursuant to 92 NAC 21.

02.120 Parent means parent or legal guardian.

002.121 Prekindergarten programs means birth-through-kindergarten-entrance-ager-whichisage
five-by-Oetober15 all early childhood programs provided for children who have not reached the
age of five by October 15 of the current school year.

002.142 Teach means and includes, but is not limited to, the following responsibilities:
(a) the organization and management of the classroom or the physical area in which the
learning experience of prekindergarten age children takes place; (b) the assessment and
diagnosis of the individual educational needs of the children; (¢} the planning, selecling,
organizing, prescribing, and directing of the learning experiences of the children; (d) the
planning of teaching strategies and the selection of available materials and equipment to
be used; and (e) the evaluation and reporting of children’s progress.

002.153 Teacher means a person who is certificated pursuant to 92 NAC 21 o teach.
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004

003.01 Approval Requirements. PreindergarteneEarly childhood education programs
established by school boards or educational service units and-grants-to-such-programs
shall be approved by the State Board efEdueatien pursuant to this Chapter upon the
recommendation of the Commissioner. Approval requires compliance with the program
requirements identified in Section 004 of this Chapter.

003.02 Duration and Continuation of Program Approval. Program Aapproval is granted for one
seheoeol yca1 from each July I through the following June 30. and-rRenewal is based on the

program 5 comphance w1th this Chaptet durmg the prlor schoo yeal Fe+—;awgz‘-ams+eee-mﬁg

003.03 General Reports. The head administrator of each school district or educational

service unit establishing an early childhood education programyas-definedanthis
Chapter; shall include information about such programs on the Fall Personnel Report

NDE#-02-0141 due September 153, the Curriculum Report (NDE#-02-015 due
bienmially annually in February3, the Fall Membership Report due October 13, and the Annual

Statistical Summary NBE-#-02-062 due June 303

003.04 Early Childhood Program Report. An Early Childhood Program Report Form

shall be submitted annually e by October 15, and on the form preseribed provided by the
Department. The report form is contained in Appendix A of this Chapter. When the report
reflects failure to comply with the requirements of this Chapter, it shall be accompanied by a
written plan for correcting the violation(s) before the beginning of the following school year.

003.05 Miolationsl oss of Approval. An prekindergasrten early childhood education program
hwn}g—uﬁeeﬁeeted—welafems not 1n comphance w1tb the rcqunements of thls Chaptcr whiehare

loss of program approval and/or loss of grant fundmg éufmg—the—eaﬁeﬂ{—yeai—as-p%éeé—m

section-003-02—The Commissioner may, at his or her discretion, make recommendations to the

State Board to end or deny program anproval and/or grant funding.

Reqmrements @eﬂmneﬂ%s ef T01 Early Childhood Educatlon Pro;zrams Reguired-of-AH
2 am-eEstablished 8By

SSchool bBoards or eEducatt nal. Serwc eu n'_t__c
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0950300401 Initial Planning Period. Each program W@m%%eé—%%ﬁ

Hegt—am—@x:&m sha avc a planmng perlod pﬁepte%mmaﬂeﬁ—eﬁthe-pfegl-&m
: : al: The planning period shall

mclude actwmes assoc1ated with:

005-03A 004.01A Determining the community's unmet needs for early childhood
education for prekindergarten children in terms of the number of such children in the
community, an estimate of the number of children at risk according to the categories
specified in Sections 005.01B1 through 005.01B4, kinds of programs available, numbers
of children, birth to kindergarten entrance age who are not currently receiving services,
and barriers to the provision of services.

005038 004.01B Developing cooperative relationships with public and nonpublic
providers of early childhood programs, including the development of cooperative
agreements and contracts, # as needed to carry out the proposed program.

005-03C 004.01C Recruiting and training staff.

005030 004.01D Identifying and listing existing school-community resources neeessary
available to provide comprehensive services for the program, including nutritional,
medical, dental, social services, mental health services and their respective eligibility
requirements.

005-06B2 004.02 Coordination Wwith Existing Programs and Funding Sources. Each program
shall develop, and keep on file, a written budget plan Evidenee to show that the projeet program
will be coordinated or contracted with existing programs and funding sources. The budget plan
shall include a locally-developed sliding scale formula for parent fecs as-deseribedin-Section
0065-06B3 in order to maximize the participation of economically and categorically diverse groups
of children and to ensure that participating children and families have access to comprehensive
services. Existing programs and funding sources include, but are not limited to:

004.02A Grants provided through the Early Childhood Education Grant Program under
Neb, Rev. Stat. 79-1103.

0054.06B342B Funds provided for children with disabilities below five
years of age through the Special Education Act, the Early Intervention
Act, and funds available through the flexible funding provisions under
the Special Education Acts,

0054.0683b2C The federal Head Start program; 4248983 1-et-seq.

0054.06B3e2D The federal Even Start Family Literacy Program;20-U-8-6-
£361-et-seq.

0054 .06B3d42E Title I of the Efederal funds provided through the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act and subsequent reauthorizations or other
appropriate federal legislation.
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0054.06B3e2F Child care assistance through the Health and Human Services System.
0054.06B3£2G Local district funds.

0054.06B3+21 Funds obtained through contracts with other school districts, such

as contracts to provide services to children below age five with

disabilities pursuant to 92 NAC 51.

0054.06B3K21 Private grants and gifts.

0054.06B3i2] Parent fees from the program's esn-a locally-developed sliding scale formula

004.02K Nonpublic early childhood education programs which meet the requirements of
Nebh. Rev. Stat. 79-1104(2).

004.013 O—L3 Wlu&on Partlczpation of children andfer parents in any
program

servieeunit under this Chapter shall be voluntary. Programs shall inciude children verified as

having disabilities pursuant to 92 NAC 51. Programs shall integrate children of diverse social

and economic characteristics.

004.05E4 Hours. mﬁww%e&mﬁk%&@%yﬁ%eﬁeﬁagﬁTbe program
shall operatc atJeast twelve-hours-each-week a minimum of twelve (12) instr uctional hours per
week during the school tesm year. Programs receiving grant funds pursuant to Section 005 of thig
Chapter or receiving Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act (TEEOSA) funds

shall operate a mmlmum of four hundred and ﬁfty { 450) instructional hours per school vear.

004.04A Instructional hour means a period of time, at least sixty {60} minutes, which is
used for teaching in the following areas of children's growth and learning: social-
emotional development: cognitive learning in the areas of language and literacy,
mathematics. science, and problem solving; creative arts: health and nutrition; and,
physical and motor development. Meal or snack time is part of the program curriculum
and provides opportunities for learning and social development. as well as nuirition, and
therefore is included as part of the instructional time,

0054.025 Advisory Committee. A local Early Childhood Advisory Committee shall be
established with membership representing families and community members.
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0054.025A An existing advisory committee such as that required for services to chiidren
below age five (5) with disabilities in Title 92 NAC Chapter 51, a Head Start Policy
Council, or a Title I Advisory Committee, may serve this purpose if the representation
conforms with this section and the mission is expanded to encompass the purpose of this
chapter.

004,026 Family Development and Support. Each prelindergarien—eariy-childhood-education

program shall provide a strong family development and support component which recognizes the
central role of parents in their children's development and establishes a working partnership with
each parent. The family development and support component shall include, as a minimum:

004.026A Written information for parents about the program's philosophy, policies, and
procedures.

004.026B An orientation to the program for children and parents.

004.026C At least two parest home visits per year between the parent(s) and the teacher to
discuss the child's development and learning. These visits may occur in locations other

than the home as determined by the parent(s) and teacher with-parental-coneurrence.

004.026D Specified opportunitics for program staff to dialogue with parents through such
activities as parent conferences, participation on advisory committees, needs assessments,
pariicipation as classroom volunteers, and flexible scheduling of meetings and

events.

004.026F Family development, end support, and services based on the parent's family's
assessment-oftheir needs and interests, including but not limited to their economic and

logistical needs.

004.07 Meals and or Snacks. Each program shall provide at least one meal or snack that meets
USDA Child Nutrition Program guidelines during each program session each dav.

004.038 Oualificationsof PrekindercartenEarlv Childhood BHdueation Program Staff. The

program shall hire, utilize, and provide staff development for qualified staff as sct forth below.

004.038A Teacher. Any teacher in an carly childhood education program shall hold a
valid Nebraska Teaching Certificate with an endorsement in Early Childhood Education,
Earty Childhood Special Education, Preschool Disabilities, or Early Childhood Education
Unified. A program mayv employ a teacher without such an endorsement if the teacher
files a plan to complete the endorsement with the Department as part of the annual Early
Childhood Program Report. The plan will require the teacher to receive at least three (3)
semester hours of credit annually toward completion of the endorsement, When fifty
percent {50%) of the required courses have been completed, the teacher is eligible for a
provisional endorsement pursuant to 92 NAC 24 which is valid for three (3) vears and can
be renewed upon completion of at least fifteen {15) credit hours.
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a classroom team shall have received at least twelve (12) semester hours of undergraduate
or graduate credit in child development/early childhood education, or the equivalent in
prior training aad or experience as determined by the Commissioner or his or her designee.
Equivalencies include, but are not limited to the following:

004.08B1 Holding a current Child Development Associate Credential issued by the
Council for Early Childhood Professional Recognition in Washington, D.C. shall be
an cquivalent for the twelve (12) semester hour requirement.

004.08B2 Holding a current Nebraska teaching certificate with a K-6 elementary
endorsement shall be an equivatent for the twelve (12) semester hour reguirement.

004.08R3 Each two (2) vears of employment in a program serving children birth
through second grade shall be an equivalency for three (3) credit hours of the twelve
(12) semester hour requirement. This experience may count for a maximum of six (6)
of the twelve (12) semester hour requirement.

004.08B4 Early childhood training hours (including web-based training) provided by
or sponsored by the Nebraska Department of Education Office of Early Childhood
shall count toward the twelve (12) semester hour requirement. Fifteen (15} clock
hours constitute one (1) semester hour.

004.08B5 The program may employ a paraeducator who does not meet the twelve

(12) semester hour requirement as long as the paraeducator completes a minimum of
six (6) semester hours or the equivalent in training or experience within the first year
of employment and meets full twelve (12) semester hour requirement before the end
of the second vear of employment.

004.03B8C Language Resource. If the majority of children enrolled in the program use a
common language other than spoken English, at least one teacher-or-other staff member
who uses such language shall be available as an active participant to communicate with
such children in classroom or group experiences. Where enby-afew less than a majority of
the children_enrolled in the program speak a language different from the rest, one staff
member or a community resource person or parent shall be identified to serve as a resource
to the program.

004.03E8D Staff Development Plan, There shall be a written plan detailing staff
development opportunities for all staff working in the program who have regular contact
with children and their families.
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004.03E8E Staff Development Hours, Teacherss-teacheraides,-and-home-visitors and
paraeducators who have regular contact with children in early childhood programs shall

participate in at least twelve (12) clock hours annually of staff development related to carly
childhood education or child development annuaiby.

004.038F Background checks. Program $staff who are not required to hold a Nebraska
Teaching Certificate and who have contact with children shall be checked by the program
administraterion against the Nebraska Central Registry of Child Abuse and Neglect, and

the Nebraska Adult Protective Services Registry before being hired.

004.049 Child/Staff Ratio and Group Size. Child/staff ratios and group sizes shall be maintained

as indicated below with staff assigned who meet the qualifications described in Section 004.038.

When

age groups are mixed, the lower ratio shall prevail.

004.049A If the program serves children, age six (6) weeks to eighteen { 18) months, one
(1) staff member in the classroom shall hold a valid Nebraska Teaching Certificate.
Additional A teacheraides paracducator or an additional teacher shall be assigned to
assure a ratio of at least one (1) adult for each four (4) children with a maximum group
size of eight (8).

004.049B If the program serves children, age eighteen { 18) months to three (3) years,

one (1) staff member in the classroom shall hold a valid Nebraska Teaching Certificate.
Additional A teacher-aides paracducator or an additional teacher shall be assigned to
assure a ratio of at Ieast one (1) adult for each six (6) children with a maximum group size
of twelve (12).

004.049C If the program serves children, age three (3) years to kindergarten entrance age,
one (1) staff member in the classroom shall hold a valid Nebraska Teaching Certificate for
cach group of twenty (20) children. An-additionat A teacher-aide paraeducator or
additional teacher shall be assigned to assure a ratio of at least one (1) adult for each ten
(10} children with a maximum group size of twenty (20).

004.105 Developmentally and Cuiturally Appropriate Curriculum, Practices, and Agsessment.

The early childhood education program shall provide a play-oriented learning environment,

which

facilitates the optimal growth and development of children, with opportunities for age-

appropriate learning experiences through active involvement with people and materials. 4

004.105A A written plan shall be developed to explain the program, The written program
plan shall include a description of how the program cusriculum, practices and assessment
provides a variety of developmentally appropriate, experiential activities which:

004.105A1 Promote a positive self-concept in each child.

10
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004.105A2 Develop social skills in each child.
004.105A3 Encourage each child to think, reason, question, and experiment.

004.105A4 Foster both receptive and expressive language development and
provide early literacy experiences.

004.105AS5 Incorporate family literacy experiences.

004.105A6 Develop an understanding of quantities of things, of time, and of
space.

004.105A7 Enhance each child's physical development and skiils.

004.105A8 Encourage sound safety, health, and nutritional practices, including
avoidance of controlled substances.

004.105A9 Stimulate each child in creative expression and appreciation of the
arts.

004.105BA 10 Include eExploratory play in a language and literacy-rich
cnvironment shall-comprise during a the majority of the daily schedule.

004.105CA 11 Activities—materiatsand-equiprmentshall+Reflect and respect the

diversity of races, national origins, gender, and physical and mental abilitics in the
larger society and with particular emphasis on the cultural and ethnic backgrounds
of the children enrolied through planned aclivities, use of materials, and us¢ of

equipment.

004.105DA 12 Use pRositive, age-appropriate techniques of child guidance shall-be
used including redirection, anticipation, and elimination of potential problems, and
encouragement.

004. 10538w _&wm%%%mm@umwﬁe&d%uﬂmmm

chlld assessment ( evaiuat:on) Dractlccs based on documcntatlon szatbered through an
established system of ongoing observation and assessment to provide objective
measures of each child’s performance and progress in development and learning,
The assessmeni data is used to plan activities to meet the individual needs of
children. Any formal assessment tools used must meet accepted standards of
reliahility and validity,

0054.104A 14 Continuity-With-Kindergarten/Primeary Programs. Link Fthe Early
Childhood Education Program shall-be-tinked to the district’s kindergarten/primary
program through a written transition plan insuring continuity, identification, and
implementation of processes necessary to facilitate the transition of children from

11
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: - S o o am. The early
Chﬁdhood program sha?] be mcludcd in the dlstrlct school 1mprovemcnt plan.

004.10A15 Include a well-defined language development and early liferacy
emphasis, including the involvement of parents in family liferacy activities.

004.0611A Classrooms shall provide at least thirty-five (35) square feet per child of space
usable by the children.

shali be avaslable which p10v1dcs at least eventy-flve {75) square fcet per child of p]ay
space.

004.0611C Each classroom and outdoor play area shall be equipped with safe, durable,
age-appropriate equipment and materials for indoor and outdoor activities.

made to assure max1mum participation in the ongomg activities of the program for
children with disabilities attending the program.

004.0611E Equipment and materials shall be organized into clearly defined areas of
interest which are arranged to encourage independent choice; cooperative activity; and
alteration between quict and active exploration and teacher-and child-initiated activities.

004.9611F Each early childhood education program shall maintain safe, healthful,
and sanitary conditions within the facilities used for the program and on the
outdoor playground and meet applicable fire, safety, and health codes.

004.8611G At least one (1) staff member per classroom who has received first aid %Fammg
which-inchades-and CPR training specifically designed for children shall be on duty at all
times., Written verification of current training shall be available.

0054.8512 Evaluation and Quality Assurance. The Earb-Childhood Pprograms recervingstate
funds-underthis-Chapter shall participate in periodic program evaluations ane-quality-assuranee
p+eeesse% Lo assure pro;zram quahtv and posﬂ:we chﬁd putcormnes. Aﬁ@ﬁ@ﬁ—@%&%&&&ﬂg—%he

be designed s
the Department and w111 mcludc but not be hm:ted to the followmg

0054.0512A1 An assessment of annuval program guality review using-an-instrument-or
T Lbyvthe C o .

12
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0054.6512A28 A report of child outcomes including Aat least one objective measure of
child performance and progress.

evaluation

004.13 Approval for the Purpose of Grants or the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities
Support Act, In order for early childhood education programs to receive funds under the Tax

Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act (TEEOSA) or expansion grants and
continuation grants under this Chapter, the program shall submit annually:

004.13A A continuation plan demonstrating that the program will continue to meet the
requirements of Section 004 of this Chapter, and

004.13B A proposed operating budget demonstrating the program will continue to
receive resources from other funding sources equal to or greater than the sum of any
orant received pursuant to Neb. Revy, Stat. § 79-1103(5) plus any calculated state aid for
the prior school vear. Calculated state aid shall be calculated by multiplying the cost
grouping cost per student for the school district's local system cost grouping by the
adjusted formula students attributed to the approved early childhood education program.

The-Early Childhood Education Granis Program. Inadditionto-thereqiirements-of Sections-00+
threush-004; Sschool districts, individually or in cooperation with other school districts,
eooperatives-ofschool-distriets; or educational service units, working in cooperation with
community-based-orpanizations-and-desiringte existing nonpublic programs that operate carly

childhood education programs meeting the requirements found in Section 004 may submit an
application for an State Early Childhood Education Grant. Administrative authority for grant
programs for children from birth to age three (3) resides with the Earty Childhood Education
Endowment Board of Trustees. The grant requirements contained throughout Section 005 of this
Chapter do not apply to programs for children from birth to age three (3).

005.01 Children Who May te Be Served With Grant State Funds.

005.01 A The-early-chiidhood program shall-assign All prekindergarten age children, te
each-elassroom-to regardless of their representtherange-of abilities, and disabilities, or of

the-childrenand the social, linguistic, and or economic diversity of the children's families
are eligibie to be served with grant funds.

005.01B Atleast-seventy-percentofthe Grant funds granted-te-eachprogram-approved
wnder-this-Chapter shall be targeted toward serving the following prekindergarten-age
children:

005.01B1 Children whose family income qualifies them for participation in the
federal free or reduced lunch program.

005.01B32 Children who reside in a home where a language other than spoken
English is used as the primary means of communication.

13
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005.01B43 Children whose parents are younger than eighteen or who have not
completed high school.

005.01B24 Children who were born prematurely or at low birth weight as verified
by a physician,

005.01C Up to tFhirty percent of the funds granted to each Eearly Cchildhood education
Pprogram under this Chapter may be used to offset program costs for children who are not
eligible identified in wider Sections 005.01B1 through 005.01B4 or who are not supported
through any of the funding sources listed in Section 8056683 004.02b through 004.02k, in
order to maximize the participation of children from diverse groups.

005.01D Early Childhood Education Program Grant funds shall not be used to support
the participation of children who are eligible by age to enroll in kindergarten (those who

reach age ﬁvc by Octobel 15 of thc current year) Sue—h—eh#éeﬁmaﬁaameﬁa%e—m—a

- C> &
o daraarian a ! - @ 1) - £3
o = ct tt -

B

005.062 Grant Application-end FundineProcessforEarly-Childhood Education-Prosram Grants:

005.062A Request For Proposals. SubmittingA-Propesal-005:06A1 For In years in which
additional-State General grant Ffunds are available, the Department shall issue a

Rfequcst for Ppmposals (RFP) fm%&phLGhﬂéheeé-—Edﬁe&Hea-Ilng&me—ﬁ%—seheel
eeepefaaeﬂ—w{heaesﬁﬂg—ﬂeﬂ—pubhep}egﬁms for early chlldhood education grants

005.06A2B Forms. Each district, cooperative or educational service unit applying for

grant funding under this Cehapter shall submit prepesals applications on forms supplied by
the Department. The application form for new or expansion grants is contained in
Anpendix B of this Chapter for use by applicants until the process is established online by
the Department of Education on January 31, 2008, The continuation grant application
process is established online and requires electronic submission of information identificd
in Appendix C of this Chapter,

005.06A32C Applications. Prepesals Applications shall be rated on the basis of
conformance with the requirements of this Chapter. Fhe-maximum-score-15100-pemts—the
madamrr-seoreforeach-subsectionisindicated-in-parenthesis:

14
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005.064:42D Panel. The Commissioner or his or her designee shall appoint a panel of
persons knowledgeable in early childhood education to evaluate the applications

proposals-on-the basis-of Section-005-:06A3 and to recommend proposais for funding to

the Commissioner.

005.06AS52E Commissioner’s Recommendation, Application funding recommendations
by the Commissioner shall be made at a subseguent meeting of the State Board of
Education. Upon action by the Board, all applicants shall be notified of the outcome.

005.06A62F Funding Distribution. The Department shall make an effort to fund

programs widely-distributed across the state in both rural and urban areas.

005.073A Each Eearly €childhood education Rprogram approved under the provisions of

Section 005.062 shall be eligible for grant funding of up to fifty percent of the total
approved budget of the program, subject to the following:

005.073A1 Appropriation of the funds by the Legislature.

005.023A2 An annual review of compliance with this Chapter.
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003-06 Appeals and Provisions for Notice and Hearing-

063-06.01 A Any-action-takenorrRecommendedations by from the Commissioner adverse to the
Board to either end or deny program approval pursuant to Section 004 or to end grant funding

pursuant to Section 005 ﬂ&e*piﬂegl:aiﬁ—%aﬁph-&aﬂ% may be subjee%%e appealed under 92 NAC 61,

heal INgs arising unde1 th1s C hapter shall be conducted in accordance Wlth the hearing Dro&iures
of 92 NAC 61, including provisions of that Chapter relating to evidence, (Sentence moved from
003.060)

003.06.02B When the Commissioner makes a recommendation to the Board to end or deny fera
program approval eadfor end grant funding te-be-revoked, notice of the recommendation and of
the right to request a hearing shali be given by certified mail sent at least thirty (30) calendar
days prior to the date of the Board meeting at which the recommendation is to be considered.
Copies will be sent to the head administrator of the school district, or educational service unit,
and to the presiding officer of the governing body, if known. The notice shall specify the basis for
the recommendation.

fe}&tm—g—te—e#}éeﬁee— (Sentence moved to 00( 01)

003:06.03E Aetion-by-the Board: Upon review of the Commissioner’s recommendation and
following any hearing, the Board shall make a determination ef regarding the futare program’s
approval andfor grant funding status-of the-district’s-or-educational service-unit’s-early childhood
edueationpregram and shall inform the head administrator of the school district or educational
service unit, and the presiding officer of the governing body, if known of the Board’s decision.

Notice shall be given in writing by certified mail. in-writing-oftts-determination.

17
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NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM REPORT
For School Year
District Name/ESU Number: County District Number:
Address: City: Zip Code:
Program Contact: Title:
Telephone Number: FAX Number: E-mail Address:
PROGRAM OPERATION
[] Yes, this public school district/ESU does operate an early childhood program in the school year.

If you checked yes, please complete the following pages, sign the last page and return to the NDE Olffice
of Early Childhood at the address below.

[ ] No, this public school district/ESU does not operate an early childhood program in the ~school

year.

If you checked no, please sign and return this page to the NDE Office of Early Childhood at the address

below.

Signature of District Superintendent/ESU Administrator:

Date:

Return to:

Nebraska Department of Education
Office of Early Childhood

PO Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509

NDE 24-012
Revised: 3/07
Date [Due: October 15
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REQUIREMENTS for EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS

004.01 Each program has a ptanning period priot to the initiation of the program. The planning peried includes
activities associated with:

A Determining the community’s unmet needs for early childhood education for prekindergarten
children.

B Developing cooperative relationships with public and nonpublic providers of early childhood
programs, including the development of cooperative agreements and contracts.

C Recruiting and training staff.

D Identifying and listing existing school-community resources necessary to provide comprehensive
services, including nutritional, medical, dental, social services, mentai health services.

OOoi0|0s
OOo0O|0O)d

004.02 Each program has a written budget on file which shows that the program is coordinated or contracted
with existing programs and funding sources, and includes a sliding scale formula for parent fces that
maximizes the participation of economically and categorically diverse groups of children and ensures
that participating children and familics have access to comprehensive services. Existing programs and
funding sources include (check all that apply A — L below):

A Grants provided through the Early Childhood Education Grant Program

B Funds provided for children with disabilities below five years of age through the Special Education
Act, the Early Intervention Act, and funds available through the flexible funding provisions under the
Special Education Act.

The federal Head Stert program.

The federal Even Start Family Literacy Program.

iiwile]

Federal funds provided through the Elementary and Secondary Education Act and subsequent
reauthorizations or other appropriate federal legislation.

Child care assistance through the Health and Human Services System.

Local district funds.

EoA

Funds obtained through contracts with other districts, such as contracts to provide services to
children below age five with disabilities pursuant to 92 NAC 51.

Private grants and gifts.

Parent fees from the program’s sliding scale formula

Nonpublic early childhood education programs

R [

Other

OoDOo0O0ododgopod O 3g o
I O I B R

004.03 Participation of children and parents in the program is veluntary and incfudes children verified as having
disabilities pursuant to 92 NAC 51 and children of diverse social and economic characteristics.

004.04 The program operates a minimum of 12 instructional hours per week during the school year. Programs
receiving grant funds or TEEOSA funds operate a minimum of 450 instructiona! hours per school year.

]
L]

Indicate the total number of hours per week and per year for each classroom group of children. A classroom is defined as a distinct
group of children; it is not the physical classroom space.

004.04 Total number of instructional hours per week for each part-day (less than 6 hours) classroom group of
children
004.04 Total number of instructional hours per week for each full-day (6 hours or more) classroom group of
children
004.04 Total number of instructional hours per year for each part-day (less than 6 hours} classroom group of
chiidren
004.04 Total number of instructional hours per year for each full-day (6 hours or more) classroom group of
children
Yes No
] [ 004.05 A local Early Childhood Advisory Committee is established with membership representing families
and community members.
004.06  Fach program provides a strong family development and support component which recognizes the
3 ] central role of parents in their children's development and establishes a working partnership with each
parent. The family development and support component includes, as a minimum:
[] [ A Written information for parents about the program's philesophy, policies, and procedures.
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B An orientation to the program for chiidren and parents.

C At least two home visits per year between the parents and the teacher to discuss the child's
development and learning,

D Specified opportunities for program staff to dialogue with parents through such activities as parent
conferences, participation on advisory committees, needs assessments, participation as classroom
volunteers, and flexible scheduling of meetings and events,

E Family development, support and services based on the family’s needs and interests, including but
not limited to their economic and logistical needs.

004,07  The program provides at least one meal or snack that meets USDA guidelines,

004.08A  All teachers in the program hold a valid Nebraska Teaching Certificate with an endorsement in Early
Childhood Education, Early Childhood Special Education, Preschool Disabilities, or Early Childhood
Education Unified. A program employing a teacher without such endorsement must submit a plan for
the teacher to conmplete the endorsement.

O 0oy o |
O oy oo

Indicate the name and teaching endorsement of each teacher in the program. Check all that apply. Attach additional pages as
needed. For any program employing a teacher not having an early childhood education endorsement, the teacher’s plan Jor and
progress toward completion of the endorsement must be attached.

Name Early Preschool Early Does not hold an

(as listed on teaching certificate) Childhood Disabilities/Early Childheood Early Childhood
Education Childhood Special Education endorsement.

Education Unified Plan is attached.

N

AEEEEEENEEEEEE NN
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004.08B

All paraeducators assigned to work as a member of a classroom team have received at least 12 semester
hours of undergraduate or graduate credit in child development/early childhood education, or the
equivalent in prior training and experience as determined by the Commissioner or his or her designee.
Written verification of credit hours or the equivalent is availabie,

Indicate the total number of paraeducators in the program and indicate how many meet the specified Rule 11 requirement.

Tota] Number of paraeducators in the early childhood program

0040883

Number that have completed 12 semester credit hours in child development/early childhood education
or the equivalent

604.08B5

Number that are in vear  of employment completing 6 semester credit hours in child
development/carly childhood education or the equivalent

004.08B5

Number that are in year 2 of employment completing 12 semester credit hours in child
development/early childhood education or the equivalent

il
[l

004.08C

If the majority of children enrolled in the program use a common language other than spoken English,
at feast one staff member who uses such language is available as an active participant to commwnicate
with such children in classroom or group experiences. Where less than a2 majority of the children
enroiled in the program speak a language different from the rest, one staff member or a community
resource person or parent is identified to serve as a resource fo the program.

004.08D

There is a written plan detailing staff development opportunities for all staff working in the program
who have regular contact with children and their families,

004.08E

Teachers and paracducators who have regular contact with children in the program participate in at
feast 12 clock hours annually of staff development related to early childhood education or child
development.

004.08F

Program staff who are not required to hold a Nebraska Teaching Certificate and who have contact with
children are checked by the program administration against the Nebraska Central Registry of Child
Abuse and Neglect and the Nebraska Adult Protective Services Registry before being hired.

004.09A

one

If the program serves children, age 6 weeks to 18 months, one staff member shall hold a valid Nebraska
Teaching Certificate. A paraeducator or an additional teacher is assigned to assure a ratio of at least
adult for each four children with a maxinum group size of eight,

0 T I 0 O A B Y
N1 T I O I B B

004,098

If the program serves children, age 18 months to 3 years — one staff member shall hold a valid
Nebraska Teaching Certificate. A paraeducator or an additional teacher is assigned to assure a ratio of
at Jeast one adult for each six children with a maximum group size of twelve.

il
L]

004.09C

If the program serves children, age 3 years to kindergarten entrance age, onc staff member shall hold a
valid Nebraska Teaching Certificate for each group of 20 children. A paraeducator or an additional
teacher is assigned to assure a ratio of at least one adult for each ten children with a maximum group
size of twenty.

[l
O

004.610

The program provides developmentally and culturally appropriate curriculum, practices, and
assessment in a play-oriented learning environment, which facilitates the optimal growth and
development of children, with opportunities for age-appropriate learning experiences through active
involvement with people and materials.

004.010A

A written plan explains the program. The written program plan includes a description of how the
program curriculum, practices and assessment provide a variety of developmentally appropriate,
experiential activities which:

Al Promote a positive self-concept in each child,

A2  Develop social skills in each child.

A3  Encourage each child to think, reason, question, and experiment.

Ad  TFoster both receptive and expressive language development and provide early literacy
experiences.

A5 Incorporate family literacy experiences.

A6  Develop an understanding of quantities of things, of time, and of space.

A7 Enhance each child's physical development and skills.

O B80n O Oon ol
O 00 o oo o

A8 Encourage sound safety, health, and nutritional practices, including avoidance of controlled
substances.
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A9 Stimulate each child in creative expression and appreciation of the arts.

A10 Include exploratory play in a language and literacy- rich environment during a majority of the
daily schedule.

A1l Reflect and respect the diversity of races, national origins, gender, and physical and mental
abilities in the larger society and with particular emphasis on the cultural and ethnic backgrounds
of the children enrolled through planned activities, use of materials, and use of equipment.

Ly ojof
) O g

A12 Use positive, age-appropriate techniques of child guidance including redirection, anticipation, and
elimination of potential problems, and encouragement.

[
£

A13 The program’s child assessment (evaluation) practices are based on documentation gathered
through an established system of ongoing observation and assessment to provide objective
measures of cach child’s performance and progress in development and learning. The assessment
data is used to plan activities to meet the individual needs of children. Any formal assessment
tools used meet accepted standards of reliability and validity,

Ald Link to the district’s kindergarten/primary program through a written transition plan insuring
continuity, identification, and implementation of processes necessary to facilitate the transition of
children. The early childhood program shall be included in the district school improvement plan.

A1S Include a weli-defined language development and early literacy emphasis, including the
involvement of parents in family literacy activities.

004.11A

Classrooms provide at least 35 square feet per child of space usable by the children.

004.11B

An outdoor play area that is protected by fences or physicai barriers is available which provides at least
75 square feet per child of play space.

004.11C

Each classroom and outdoor play area is equipped with safe, durable, age-appropriate equipment and
materials for indoor and outdoor activities,

004.11D

If needed, modifications of the equipment, materials, and activities are made to assure maximum
participation in the ongoing activities of the program for children with disabilities attending the
program.

004.11E

Equipment and materials are organized into clearly defined areas of interest which are arranged (o
encourage independent choice; cooperative activity; and alteration between quiet and active exploration
and teacher-and child-initiated activities,

004.11F

Each program maintains safe, healthful, and sanitary conditions within the facilities used for the
program and on the outdoor playground and meet applicable fire, safety, and health codes.

004.11G

At least one staff member per classroom who has received first aid and CPR training specifically
designed for children is on duty at all times. Written verification of current training is available,

004.12

The program participates in periodic program evaluations to assure program guality and positive child
outcomes. The evaluation process inclades:

A Anassessment of program quality.

B A report of child outcomes including at Jeast one objective measure of child performance and
progress.

Ooooog o) g |jgogor 4
oDogolool oo oo} o

C A plan for dissemination of the results of the evaluation.

For any regulation checked no, describe the plan for correcting the Rule 11 violations and making the
necessary changes to be in compliance with Rule 11 requirements before the beginning of the next school

year.

Regulation Number

Areas of noncompliance and plan for making corrections in progress
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Enrollment Information
The following data is used for state aid calculations.
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Under
Apel

Agel

Agel

Age 3

Age 4

Total
Enrolled

Total Number of Children Enrolled (unduplicated
count)

Total Number of 4-year-old Children Enrolled (as
of last Friday in September)

Number of Children in Each Age Group (age as of
October 15)

Number of Children in the Following Categories
(may be a duplicated count)

Eligible for Free Lunch

Eligible for Reduced Lunch

With a Primary Home Language other than
English (ELL)

With an IEP

Total Number of Children Enrolled by Ethnicity
{for statistical purposes only)

White, not Hispanic

Hispanic

American Indian/Alaskan Native

Black, not Hispanic

Asian/Pacific Islanders

Other

Yes No

3 ] All children enrolled in the program are below the age of kindergarten entrance eligibility.

Signature of District Superintendent/ESU Administrator:

Date:
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NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICE OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
APPLICATION for NEW or EXPANSION GRANTS

District Name/ESU Number: L.S. Congressional District (check
one)

It : s

Address: City: Zip Code:
Grant Application Category: Amount of Grant Funds Requested for | Amount of Grant Funds Requested for | Amount of Local Share to be
£ Option 1(11-20 children per classroom} Operating Budget: Start-up Budget: Provided:

£1 Option 2 (7-10 children pre classroom)

Authorized Representative (NDE considers the Superintendent/ESU Administrator to be the Authorized Representative):

Telephone Number: FAX Number: E-mail Address:

Program Contact/Coordinator; Title:

Telephone Number: FAX Number: E-mail Address:

Fiscal Contact: Title:

Telephone Number: FAX Number: E-mail Address:
Retumn to: NDIE 24-006
Nebraska Department of Education Revised: 3/07
Office of Early Childhoed [ate Due: As Required

PO Box 94987
Lincoin, NIT 63509
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PARTNERSHIP STATEMENT of COMMITMENT

Directions: This form should be completed by each local partner (agency, organization, etc.}, including the applicant district/ESU.
Please make copies of this form for each partner to complete and submit with the application.

Partner Name:

Address:

City: Zip Code:

Contact Person:

Title:

Telephone Number:

Email Address:

As a partner in the program, this agency will commit the following resources, time, ongoing representation, etc. to assure
that the program provides a high quality early childhood experience:

The partner’s signature on this form verifies participation in the development of the grant application, a full awareness of
the content of the grant application, and agreement to participate in the development of a written parinership agreement.

Signature of Partner:

Date:

Retom to:

Nebraska Department of Education
Office of Early Childhood

PO Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509

NDF 24-006
Revised: 3407
Date Duc: As Required
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Application

(PLEASE NOTE: Text boxes within the application template may be expanded to include all necessary information.)

Grant Applications will be scored on a 100 point scale.

Program Planning (Maximum 10 points)

1) Current Status: Provide information regarding the current status of preschool age children in the proposed
service area.

Number of licensed child care centers

Total licensed capacity
Number of licensed preschools

Total licensed capacity
Number of licensed family child care homes

Total licensed capacity
Number of Head Start classrooms
Total funded capacity

Number of children, age 3 & 4, enrolled in Head Start

Number of children, age 3 & 4, with a verified disability

Number of children, age 3 & 4, enrolled in Title 1, Part A services

Number of children, age 3 & 4, enrolled in Title 1, Part B (Even Start) services

Number of children, age 3 & 4, enrolled in Title 1, Part C (Migrant services)
Number of children, age 3 & 4, enrolled in Title 1, Homeless services
District-wide percentage of free & reduced lunch eligibility
District-wide percentage of English Language Learners
Total number of 3 year-old children
Total number of 4 year-old children
Expected kindergarten enrollment for 2007-08
Anticipated kindergarten enrollment for 2008-09
Kindergarten is offered:

[ ] All-Day Every-Day
Total number of hours per year
[ ] Half-Day Every-Day
Total number of hours per year

Define the proposed service area.

2) Need: Provide a justification of the need for an early childhood education program grant in the proposed
service area. Describe the unmet needs for three- and four-year-old children. Describe the barriers to services.

Return {o: NDE 24-606
Nebraska Department of Education Revised: 347
Office of Early Childheod Date Due: As Required

PO Box 94987
Lincoin, NE 68509
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3) Community Characteristics: Describe any significant characteristics of the community and/or changes in
the community demographics (i.e., immigrant population, economic status).

Partnerships {Maximum 25 points)

1) Partners: Identify the partners with whom you have, or will have, a formal written partnership agreement.
Check all that apply and include the name of the partner program as appropriate.

[ ] Programs for Children with Disabilities below 5 years of age funded through the Special Education Act
[ ] Eatly Intervention

[ | Head Start
[ ] Title 1, Part A

[ ] Even Start Family Literacy (Title 1, Part B)
[ ] Migrant (Title 1, Part C)

[ ] Title 1 Homeless
[ ] Child Care Center
[ ] Family Child Care Home
[ ] Community Preschool
[} Local School District
[ ] Educational Service Unit
[ ] Early Childhood Professional Development Partnership or Regional Training Coalition
[ ] Health & Human Services

[] Other

List the partners participating in the program planning process and each partner submitting an attached
Partnership Statement of Commitment.

NDE 24-006
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Describe how the partners are actively involved in the program planning process and in the operation and/or
implementation of the early childhood education program.

Describe the plan for development of local written partnership agreements.

2) Advisory Committee: Describe the plan for establishing the local early childhood advisory committee.

Program Description (Maximum 50 points)

1) Start-up Plan: Identify the anticipated activities and timeline for implementing the early childhood
program. Describe the role of the classroom teacher in the start-up activities. Include the projected date the

program will begin serving children.

2) Program Design: Identify the elements of the early childhood education program. Check all that apply.

Length of'the Day
[ ] Part Day (less than 6 hours per session)
Number of hours per day
[ ] Full Day (6 hours or more per session)
Number of hours per day

Days of programming
[ ] Monday
[ ] Tuesday

NDE 24-006
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] Wednesday
[ ] Thursday

[ ] Friday

Length of program vear
[ ] School-Year (9 months)
Total number of hours per year
[ ] Full-Year (12 months)
Total nunmber of hours per year

Clagsroom Ratios
Number of groups of children
Number of children per classroom
Number of staff per classroom

Program Facility
[ | Existing site
[ ] New site
[ ] Type of facility

Describe how the program meets the applicable fire, safety and health codes.

Appendix B
6of 19

Describe how the program will provide adequate space and appropriate equipment both indoors and outdoors.

Meals and/or Snacks Meeting USDA Guidelines
[ ] Breakfast provided
[] Moming snack provided
] Lunch provided
L] Afternoon snack provided
[ ] Participate in School Lunch Program
[} Participate in Child and Adult Care Food Program

Transportation
[ ] Provided for all enrolled children
[] Provided for some enrolled children
[ ] Not provided

NDT 24-006
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Describe the family development and support activities, including family literacy activities. Describe how the
program will meet the economic and logistical needs and circumstances of families.

Describe the plan for supporting children’s transition to kindergarten. Describe how developmentally and
culturally appropriate curriculum, practices, and assessment will support the transition and continuity between
the program and the kindergarten and elementary grades. Include information about how staff will
communicate and work together.

Describe how the early childhood education program will be part of the district NCLB and school improvement
process.

3) Student Population: Identify the population of children who will be served in the early childhood education
program. Check all that apply.

[] Children whose family income qualifies them for participation in the federal free or reduced lunch program.
Estimated number of four-year-olds who will be eligible to attend kindergarten in the following year.

[ ] Children who reside in a home where a language other than spoken English is used as the primary means
of communication.
Estimated number of four-year-olds who will be eligible to attend kindergarten in the following year.

[ ] Children who were born prematurely or at low birth weight as verified by a physician.
Estimated number of four-year-olds who will be eligible to attend kindergarten in the following year.

[ ] Children whose parents are younger than eighteen or who have not completed high school.
Estimated number of four-year-olds who will be eligible to attend kindergarten in the following year.

[ ] Children who have been verified with a disability.
[ ] Children who qualify for or who are enrolled in the federal Head Start program.
[ ] Children who qualify for or who are enrolled in Title L

NDIE 24-006
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[] Children who do not qualify for one of the above.

Estimated number of children who will participate in year 1 of the early childhood education program
grant.

Estimated total number of four-year-olds to be served (age as of October 15).

Estimated number of three-year-olds to be served (age as of October 15).

4) Staff: Describe how the program will recruit and assure that all teachers and paraeducators will meet the
requirements of Rule 11.

If staff (teacher and/or paracducator) for the earty childhood education program has been identified, provide the
name, position, and teaching endorsement or qualifications, as applicable.

Describe the governance structure. Specifically identify who is responsible for supervising and evaluating staff
in the early childhood education program.

5) Curriculum Framework: Identify the curriculum framework selected for use in the early childhood
education program.

[ ] High/Scope
[ ] Creative Curriculum
[ ] Locally Designed (describe)

[ ] Other (describe)

Describe how the selected curriculum provides a research-based and play-oriented leaming environment which
facilitates the optimal growth and development of children, with opportunities for age-appropriate learning
experiences through active involvement with people and materials. Include a description of how language
development and early literacy are supported.

24-006
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Describe how the Nebraska Early Learning Guidelines for Ages 3 — 5 will be used to support the curriculum.

6) Child Assessment and Program Evaluation: Identify the evaluation measure(s) to be used to assess child
outcomes. Check all that apply.

[ ] High/Scope Child Observation Record — Preschool (COR)
[ ] Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum
[ ] Assessment, Evaluation and Programming System (AEPS)

Check the box below to indicate applicant’s agreement to participate in a program evaluation process:

[ ] The program agrees to participate in periodic evaluations to assure program quality and positive child
outcomes as part of the evaluation process designed by the Department of Education.

7) Professional Development: Describe how individual staff and program professional development needs
will be determined.

Identify the training needed to implement the selected curriculum framework and child assessment. Identify the
training resources available within the partnership and the timeline for providing the training.

Describe how the early childhood education program will coordinate with the area Early Childhood
Professional Development Partnership or Regional Training Coalition to provide professional development
opportunities.

NDE 24-006
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Coordinate and Use a Combination of Local, State, and Federal Funding Sources (Maximum 15 points)

Identify the program’s plan to use multiple funding sources to maximize participation of economically and
categorically diverse groups and to ensure that participating children and families have access to comprehensive
services. Check all funding sources that will be used in the program:

[7] Early Childhood Special Education

(] Special Education Flexible Funding

[ ] Federal Head Start

[ ] Title 1, Part A

{ | Federal Even Start Family Literacy (Title 1, Part B)

[ ] Migrant (Title 1, Part C)

[ ] Title 1 Homeless

[ ] Child Care Assistance through Health and Human Services
[ ] Local School District

[ ] Parent Fees Based on Sliding Fee Scales

[} Other
[ ] Other
[ ] Other

Identify the program’s plan related to use of sliding fee scales to maximize participation of economically and
categoricaltly diverse groups and to ensure that participating children and families have access to comprehensive
services.

NDE 24-006
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Title 92 Appendix C
Chapter 11 Tofl

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
REQUIRED INFORMATION for CONTINUATION GRANTS

Contact Information
Authorized representative
Program contact
Fiscal contact

Summary of previous year activities, including successes and challenges
Planning for next year

Program Design
Hours, days and term of operation
Classroom ratios and group size
Indooer and outdoor space and equipment
Health and safety standards
Enrollment data on participating children
Meals and snacks
Transportation
Family development and support activities
Program integration with district school improvement process

Staff
Identification of program coordinator/administrator (including endorsement qualifications)
Identification of classroom teacher(s) (including endorsement qualifications)
Identification of paraeducator(s) (including qualifications)

Partners
Identification of local partners
Date of partnership agreements
Description of {ocal advisory committee

Curriculum Framework
Identification of curricula being used
Description of challenges in implementing curricuium framework

Evaluation Measures
Identification of child assessment measures being used
Description of challenges in implementing assessment and evaluation measures
Agreement to participate in evaluation process

Professional Development
Pian for professional development for teachers and paraeducators
Information regarding participation in Early Childhood Professional Development Partnership or

Regional Training Coalition

Budget
Identification of local, state and federal funding sources
Operating budget detail with matching sources of funding equal to or greater than the grant plus any
caleulated state aid
Operating budget summary
Use of sliding fee scale



