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NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
 
 
LAST ISSUE DATE: February 2, 2000  May 11, 2004 
 
Title 163 - NEBRASKA GAME AND PARKS COMMISSION 
 
Chapter 3 - Boating Regulations 
 
 
 


003  Equipment Standards 
 


Minimum standards for required equipment shall be as 
provided in the statutes, with the following additions and 
clarifications.  Under authority of and in compliance with 
sections 37-1201 through 37-1274, R.R.S. 1993, the following 
regulations are prescribed by the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission and are effective following enactment by the Game 
and Parks Commission, approval by the Attorney General and 
Governor, and when five days have elapsed since filing with 
the Secretary of State. 


 
003.01  All vessels permitted by law to remain on the 
water from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour 
before sunrise shall in all weathers carry and exhibit 
when anchored on the waters of this state white lights 
so fixed as to show all around the horizon and to be 
visible at a distance of at least two miles, unless 
anchored in sheltered waters off the main water courses 
or near docks, harbors, or marinas, or in a marked 
anchorage area. 


 
003.02  Life Preservers 


 
003.02A  Every boat, except sailboards, or other 
description of vessel, including any buoyant 
device capable of being used as a means of 
transportation on water, shall carry at least one 
U.S. Coast Guard approved Type I, II, III or V 
life preserver (PFD) of suitable size for each 
person on board. All such devices shall be kept in 
good and seamanlike condition and be so placed as 
to be readily accessible.  Each Type V (Special 
Use Device) must be worn and used in accordance 
with the conditions marked on the device in order 
to meet U.S. Coast Guard requirements. 
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003.02B It shall be unlawful for children less 
than  thirteen years to fail to wear U.S. Coast 
Guard approved life preserver, of suitable size, 
at all times while aboard any vessel on the waters 
of the State except when hunting waterfowl in an 
anchored vessel. Operators of vessels shall at all 
times be held responsible for this requirement. 


 
003.02C  Every vessel carrying passengers for hire 
shall carry the following listed U.S. Coast Guard 
approved life preservers, all wearable life 
preservers must have 31 square inches of retro-
reflective tape per side. Vessels less than 26 
feet shall carry a Type I, II or III for each 
person on board in addition one Type IV.  


 
003.02C1  Vessels 26 feet, but less than 40 
feet shall carry one Type I, II or III for 
each person on board plus one Type IV ring 
buoy size 20, 24 or 30 inch. 


 
003.02C2  Vessels over 40 feet shall carry 
one Type I for each person on board plus one 
Type IV ring buoy size 20, 24 or 30 inch. All 
life preservers must be in good serviceable 
condition and readily accessible. 


 
   003.03  The fire extinguisher required by the 


provisions of section 37-1242, R.R.S. 1943, for all 
motorboats operating on the waters within this state 
shall be of the carbon dioxide, dry chemical, or foam 
type as currently approved by the U.S. Coast Guard and 
shall be kept readily accessible, in condition for 
immediate and effective use, in good and serviceable 
condition and shall be of the following Coast Guard 
classes; B-I = 1.75 gallons of foam, or four pounds of 
CO2 or two pounds of dry chemical. B-II = 2.5 gallons 
of foam or 15 pounds of CO2 of dry chemical. 


 
003.03A  Provided, racing boats under certain 
conditions, outboard motorboats less than 26 feet 
in length which are of open construction and which 
do not carry passengers for hire shall not be 
required to carry fire extinguisher.  Class one 
and two motorboats which are not exempt must carry 
one such B-I extinguisher. Class three motorboats 
which are not exempt must carry two B-I or one 
B-II such extinguisher and class four motorboats 
which are not exempt must carry three such B-I or 
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one B-I and one B-II extinguisher or if equipped 
with a fixed system then two B-I or one B-II. All 
airboats must be equipped with fire extinguisher 
according to class as stated above. 


 
003.04  The flame arresters required for all 
carburetors of motorboats except outboard motors by 
section 37-1244, R.R.S., 1943, shall be of a type and 
manufacture currently approved by the U.S. Coast Guard 
and meeting all Coast Guard specifications. 


 
003.05  A venting system for bilges and fuel tank 
compartments shall be required for all motorboats using 
as fuel any liquid of a volatile nature except open 
boats. The minimum requirements for such venting system 
shall be the following: 


 
003.05A  Fill pipes must be firmly attached to 
tight deck plates. 


 
003.05B  The fuel tank vent pipe must lead to open 
air with a screened outboard end and must be well 
clear of all hull openings. 


 
003.05C  Motorboats must be equipped with one air 
intake and one air exhaust cowl for each closed 
fuel and engine compartment, except on open boats 
where gases cannot accumulate in open-fuel and 
open engine spaces. The intake and exhaust cowl 
must be equipped with ducts, and the hoses must be 
equipped with ducts, and the hoses must be at 
least two inches in diameter. The exhaust hose 
must extend to the bilge and the air intake hose 
must extend halfway down in the area as far as the 
carburetor air intake or top fuel tank. 
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003.06  Every vessel, except personal watercraft, 
sailboards or similar devices and class 3 or 4 
motorboats shall carry an oar or paddle. 


 
003.07  Every vessel, except personal watercraft, 
sailboards or similar devices shall be equipped 
with a bailing bucket, efficient bilge pump or 
sponge. 


 
003.08  Overloading - Loading of vessels shall not 
exceed reasonable, proper and seaman-like U.S. 
Coast Guard standards for safe loading. No 
overloaded vessel shall be operated on the waters 
of the State. 


 
003.09  No person shall place or allow to remain 
on the waters of this state any boat which is not 
safe for operation. 


 
003.10  All boats used on waters under the 
jurisdiction of the Commission shall be safe for 
the waters on which they are used. All boats when 
loaded must retain at least one-half (½) of the 
total depth of the boat above the water when 
measured at the center of the boat and shall not 
exceed the overloading limits set by the mandatory 
Coast Guard Capacity Plate installed on vessels by 
manufacturers.  


 
003.11  In addition to the sound-producing 
equipment required by sections 37-1239 and 37-1240 
every vessel of Class I shall carry an efficient 
whistle. All whistles and bells shall be audible 
for a distance of one-half (½) mile.  
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Title 163 - NEBRASKA GAME AND PARKS COMMISSION 
 
Chapter 3 - Boating Regulations  
 


 
012  Open Waters 


 
Under authority of and in compliance with sections 
37-1201 through 37-1273, R.R.S. 1993, the following 
regulations are prescribed by the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission and are effective following enactment 
by the Game and Parks Commission, approval by the 
Attorney General and Governor, and when five days have 
elapsed since filing with the Secretary of State. 


 
The following are open to all boats including 
motorboats, regardless of horsepower subject to the 
listed restrictions or as posted. 


 
012.01 Bassway Strip Wildlife Management Area - 9 
acres  (¼ mile south on Hwy. 10, left on county 
road back tracking toward I-80, Buffalo County) - 
5 mph/no wake - boat ramp on west lake. 


 
012.02  Beaver Lake (1 mile south of Valentine 
Refuge, Cherry County) 


 
012.03  Big Alkali Lake (20 miles south of 
Valentine, Cherry County) 


 
012.04  Bluestem Lake (2 ½ miles west of Sprague, 
Lancaster County) Speed in excess of five miles 
per hour is prohibited and speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so that wash and wake will cause 
no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels, or property within the area 
marked by buoys located in the southwest bay which 
includes day use area 1, 2 and 3 and the secondary 
launching and docking area located at day use area 
5. 
 
                     24
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012.05 Blue Hole West Wildlife Management Area (24 
acres near Elm Creek I-80 Interchange, Buffalo 
County) Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited and speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so wash and wake will cause no discomfort, 
hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels, or 
property. 


 
012.06  Box Butte Reservoir (10 miles north of 
Hemingford, county road, Dawes County) 


 
012.07  Branched Oak Lake (3 miles north of 
Malcolm, Lancaster County) Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property within the following 
areas on Branched Oak Lake: 


 
012.07A  Dam Zone: An area paralleling the 
shoreline of the dam extending 400 feet 
lakeward to the points of intersection with 
shore-line zones. 


 
012.07B  Shoreline Zone: All area extending 
30 yards lakeward from the herein. 


 
012.07C  Boat Ramp Bay: That portion of the 
bay on which the main boat launching area is 
situated, north of the half mile point on the 
common boundary of Sections 27 and 28, T12N, 
R5E, and paralleling the shoreline as marked. 
Marina Bay: The entire bay situated within 
Sections 27 and 28, T12N, R5E. 


 
012.07D  Upper End, North Branch: All that 
portion of the reservoir situated above the 
Day Use Area 10, located in the SE ¼, Section 
20, T12N, R5E. 


 
012.07E  North Beach Bay: The entire bay, 
except the confines of the designated 
swimming beach area, situated between Day Use 
Areas 10 and 11. 


 
012.07F  The following described areas shall 
be open to motorboats operated at speeds in 
excess of five miles per hour, provided such 
operation is consistent with Nebraska boating 
laws and 
regulations:  The remainder of the water 
surface of Branched Oak Reservoir, except as 
otherwise designated. 
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012.07G  The following described area shall 
be closed to all vessels except vessels 
operated by the Commission or vessels duly 
authorized by the Commission and engaged in 
search or rescue: 


 
012.07G1  All that portion of North 
Beach Bay between Day Use Areas 10 and 
11 designated as the swimming beach 
area. 


 
012.07G2  That portion of the Shoreline 
Zone paralleling the Lieber's Point 
designated swimming beach at Day Use 
Area 6. 


 
012.07G3  For the purposes of marking, 
all shoreline references in the 
foregoing shall refer to elevation 1280. 


 
012.08  Bridgeport, State Recreation Area, Center 
Lake only (Bridgeport, Morrill County) That the 
fifty-two acre lake commonly known as Center Lake 
located in the Bridgeport State Recreation Area, 
located in Morrill County, be open to motorboat 
traffic, and that said traffic shall travel in a 
counter-clockwise direction. The remaining four 
smaller lakes are restricted to non-powered 
vessels and those powered with conventional 
electric outboard motors only. Speed in excess of 
five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property within the large bay 
on southwest end of Center Lake. 
 
012.09  Buckskin Hills Wildlife Management Area (2 
miles west and 2 miles south of Newcastle, Dixon 
County) Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be reduced 
so the wash and wake will cause no discomfort, 
hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels, or 
property. 


 
012.10 Bufflehead Wildlife Management Area (15 
acres) (Kearney I-80 Interchange, - 1 mile north 
to 11th St., 3 miles east, 1 mile south, ½ mile 
east, Buffalo County) - 5 mph/no wake. 
 
012.11  Burchard Lake (3 miles east of Burchard, 
Pawnee County) Motorboat may be used only for 
fishing except during any waterfowl season the 
lake is closed to all boating. Speed in excess of 


 26







Title 163 
Chapter 3 


five miles per hour is prohibited. Speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property. 


 
012.12  Calamus Reservoir (8 miles northwest of 
Burwell, Garfield and Loup Counties) Speed in 
excess of five miles per hour is prohibited and 
speed of all vessels must be reduced so wash and 
wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or 
damage to person, vessels or property within the 
following areas on Calamus Reservoir: 


 
012.12A  All that portion of the upper end of 
the reservoir west of the buoy line west of 
the Nunda Shoal Public Use Area. 


 
012.12B  The public launching and docking 
site at the Nunda Shoal Public Use Area. 


 
012.12C  The public launching and docking 
site at the Homestead Knolls Public Use Area. 


 
012.12D  The public launching and docking 
site at the Buckshot Bay Public Use Area. 


 
012.13 California Bend (1 1/2 N of Blair, 
Washington County)  Speed in excess of five miles 
per hour is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must 
be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to person, 
vessels or property. 


 
012.14 Chalkrock Lake Wildlife Management Area - 
40 acres  (5 miles north, 1½ miles east of Hwy. 81 
and 12 Jct., Cedar County) - 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.15 Clear Lake - 194 acres  (8 miles west, 19 
miles south of Ainsworth, Brown County) - 5 mph/no 
wake) 
 
012.16  Conestoga Lake (3 miles south and 1 mile 
west of Emerald, Lancaster County)  Speed in 
excess of 5 miles per hour is prohibited and speed 
of all vessels must be reduced so wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to persons, vessels, or property within the 
following areas on Conestoga Lake as marked by 
buoys: 


 
012.16A  Dam Zone: An area paralleling the 
shoreline of the dam extending 150 feet 
lakeward from the east bay as described in 
012.14B, south to the point of intersection 
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with the concrete overflow structure. 
 


012.16B  Main Activity Area: The public 
launching and docking site, including both 
bays east and west of the boat launch ramp, 
situated in the NE ¼, Section 9, and NW ¼ of 
Section 10, T9N, R5E. 


 
012.16C  Upper End: All that portion of the 
upper end of the reservoir situated above 
Southwest 100th Street, located in Section 9, 
T9N, R5E. 


 
012.17 Coot Shallows Wildlife Management Area - 16 
acres  (Odessa I-80 Interchange, ¾ mile north, 1¾ 
mile west, Buffalo County) - 5 mph/no wake.  


 
012.18 Cottonmill Lake - 43 acres  (2 miles west, 
½ mile north of Kearney, Buffalo County) - 5 
mph/no wake  
 
012.19  Cottontail Lake (1/2 mile north of 
Martell, Lancaster County) - Speed in excess of 5 
mph/no wake is prohibited. Speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels, or property. 
 
012.1920  Cottonwood Lake (1 mile southeast of 
Merriman, Cherry County) 


 
012.201 Cottonwood-Steverson Lake Wildlife 
Management Area - 680 acres  (29 miles north, 2 
east of Hyannis, Cherry County) - 5 mph/no wake 
(new area) 


 
012.212 Cozad Wildlife Management Area - 18 acres 
(Cozad I-80 Interchange, Southeast Quadrant, 
Dawson County) - 5 mph/no wake  
 
012.223  DeSoto Bend National Wildlife Refuge Lake 
(5 miles southeast of Blair, Washington County) 
Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be reduced 
so the wash and wake will cause no discomfort, 
hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels or 
property. 


 
012.234 Dogwood Wildlife Management Area - 2 lakes 
- 5 acres and 7 acres  (Lexington I-80 
Interchange, 5½ miles east, 2½ miles south over 
overpass, ¼ mile east, Dawson County) - 5 mph/no 
wake - boat ramp on east lake. 
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012.245  East Gothenburg Wildlife Management Area 
- 15 acres  (Gothenburg I-80 Interchange, ½ mile 
south, ½ mile east, 3½ miles northeast and east, 
Dawson County) - 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.256  Elwood Reservoir (5 miles north of 
Elwood, Gosper County) Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited. Speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels, or property. 


 
012.267  Enders Reservoir (8 miles southeast of 
Imperial, Chase County) Posted area closed to all 
boating during any waterfowl hunting seasons. 


 
012.278  Fremont State Lakes (3 miles west of 
Fremont, Dodge County) 


 
012.278A  Lake #10 


 
012.278B  Victory Lake, Lake #15. All 
motorboat traffic on Victory Lake and 
contiguous water shall travel in a 
counter-clockwise direction. It shall be 
unlawful to operate a motorboat within any 
area officially designated and marked for 
swimming. 


 
012.278B1  Victory Lake #15 "It shall be 
unlawful to operate a motorboat while 
pulling more than two individual persons 
on water skis, surfboards or similar 
devices at the same time." It shall be 
further unlawful to operate non-powered 
vessels and those powered by 
conventional outboard electric motors. 
 
012.278B2  Fremont State Recreation 
Area, Lake #20 "Shall be open to all 
motorboats regardless of horsepower 
subject to restrictions as posted." 


 
012.278C  Lake #16 Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited. Speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or 
damage to persons, vessels, or property. 


 
012.289  Frye Lake, Wildlife Management Area (1 
mile north and ½ mile east of Hyannis, Grant 
County).  Speed in excess of five miles per hour 
is prohibited.  Speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
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discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property. 


 
012.2930  Gallagher Canyon Reservoir (9 miles 
south of Cozad, Dawson County) 


 
012.2930A  Speed in excess of 5 mph/no wake 
is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels, or property. 


 
012.301  Goose Lake (25 miles south of O'Neill, 
Holt County) Speed in excess of 5 mph/no wake is 
prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be reduced 
so the wash and wake will cause no discomfort, 
hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels, or 
property. 


 
012.312  Grand Island Eagle Scout Lake - 43 acres  
(1 mile north of Grand Island, Hall County) - 5 
mph/no wake.  


 
 
012.323  Grove Lake (2 miles north of Royal, 
Antelope County) Motorboats may be used only for 
fishing. Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be reduced 
so the wash and wake will cause no discomfort, 
hazard, injury or damage to persons, vessels, or 
property. 


 
012.334  Hamburg Bend (1 mile south, 4 miles east, 
½ south and ½ east of Nebraska City, Otoe 
County)  Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be reduced 
so the wash and wake will cause no discomfort, 
hazard, injury or damage to person, vessels or 
property. 
 
012.345  Harlan County Reservoir (Alma, Harlan 
County) Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited and speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property within the areas marked by 
buoys on the following bays: Gremlin, Hunter Cove, 
Patterson and Methodist Creek. There shall be no 
vessels within 30 yards of the swimming beaches 
located at Cedar Point and Gremcin Park and the 
dam spillway in accordance with posted signs and 
buoys. 


 
012.356  Holdrege North Park Lake - 10 acres 
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(north edge of Holdrege, Phelps County) - 5 mph/no 
wake. 


 
012.367 Home Valley Lake Wildlife Management Area 
- 235 acres  (34 miles south, 3 miles east of 
Merriman, Cherry County) - 5 mph/no wake.  


 
012.378  Iron Horse Trail Lake (2½ miles west and 
½ north of DuBois, Pawnee County) Speed in excess 
of five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of 
all vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to persons, vessels, or property. 


 
012.389  Jeffery Canyon Reservoir - 1,100 acres, 
(3 miles south, 1 mile west, ½ mile south of 
Brady, Lincoln County) - Speed in excess of 5 
mph/no wake is prohibited and speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property within the bay at the public 
boat ramp area and 50 yards west of the boat ramp. 


 
012.3940  Johnson Lake (7 miles southwest of 
Lexington, Gosper County) Speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property within the following areas, 
Mahaffey Bay between the north point and the dry 
bay in the northwest corner of said reservoir and 
also Mallard Bay located on the southwest side of 
said reservoir. Inlet areas as marked by buoys is 
closed to boating. 
 
012.401 Kearney Wildlife Management Area (Kea 
Lake) - 20 acres  (Kearney I-80 Interchange, 
Southwest Quadrant, Buffalo County) - 5 mph/no 
wake. 
 
012.41  Kirkman’s Cove Lake (2 miles west and 1 
mile north of Humbolt, Richardson County) Speed in 
excess of five miles per hour is prohibited and 
speed of all vessels must be reduced so the wash 
and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury 
or damage to person, vessels, or property. 


 
012.42 Lake Babcock (600 acres; 1 west, 1 north of 
Columbus, Platte County)  Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited. Speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property. 


 
012.42A Closed to all boating during 
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waterfowl hunting season. 
 


012.43  Lake Ericson (Ericson, Wheeler County) 
Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited, and speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels, or property. 


 
012.44  Lake McConaughy (8 miles north of 
Ogallala, Keith County) Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited within the buoyed 
areas. 


 
012.44A  All boats are prohibited within 200 
feet of the outlet and morning glory 
structures by Kingsley Dam. 


 
012.45  Lake Minatare (4 miles north and 8 miles 
east of Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County) Speed in 
excess of five miles per hour is prohibited and 
speed of all vessels must be reduced so the wash 
and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury 
or damage to persons, vessels, or property within 
the following areas marked by buoys.  


 
012.45A  Public Dock Site situated adjacent 
to old trailer park at east side of the point 
area. 


 
012.45B  North Platte Valley Boat Club Dock 
Area situated in Section 19, T23N, R53W. 
 
012.45C  Dock area adjacent to H. Heimbuck 
and S.C.S. private trailer development 
situated on the northeast side of the 
Reservoir. 


 
012.45D  West Wind Inlet Bay: All water west 
of a line from the intersection of the Bureau 
Of Reclamation Operational Area and the Cabin 
Lease Area north to Campsite #1 of the East 
Camping Area described as a part of Sections 
30 and 31, T23N, R53W, all located in Scotts 
Bluff County. 


 
012.45E  North Cove Inlet Bay: All water area 
west of a line beginning 700 yards east of 
the Scout Rest Boat Ramp north to the east 
side of the North Inlet described as a part 
of Sections 19, 20 and 29, T23N, R53W, all 
located in Scotts Bluff County. 
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012.46  Lake North (Platte County) Speed in excess 
of five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of 
all vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to persons, vessels, or property within the fifty 
foot areas marked off with posts and buoys on the 
east and west sides. 


 
012.46A  A marked area along the north and 
south shores shall be used for ski landing 
and takeoff only. This area will extend from 
sixty feet west of the west boat dock to 
within fifty feet of the west shore; and all 
along the south shore. 


 
012.46B  All boats shall travel in a counter- 
clockwise direction. 


 
012.46C  Inflatable devices are prohibited 
outside of the fifty foot areas marked off 
with posts and buoys on the east and west 
sides of Lake North. 


 
012.46D Ski take-offs or landings prohibited 
on east and west shore inside buoys. 


 
012.47  Lake Ogallala (9 miles north of Ogallala, 
Keith County) Speed in excess of five miles per 
hour is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels, or property. 


 
012.47A The use of all boat anchors in the 
north and south basins of Lake Ogallala is 
prohibited except in the Keystone Basin. 


 
012.48  Lewis and Clark State Recreation Area 
(Gavins Point Dam, 15 miles north and east of 
Crofton, Cedar and Knox Counties) Speed in excess 
of five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of 
all vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to persons, vessels or property in that portion of 
the spillway and tailrace of Gavins Point 
designated as the "Tailwaters Area" described as a 
part of the South ½ of Section 7, T33N, R1W and 
the West ½ of the South ½ of Section 8, T33N, R1W, 
all located in Cedar County, Nebraska. 


 
012.48A  That portion of the Tailrace at 
Gavins Point Dam Powerhouse from the draft 
Tube deck of the Power house downstream to 
the barrier cable (a distance of 320 feet) is 
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closed to all boating. 
 


012.48B  Spillway Area. That portion of the 
spillway discharge channel from the spillway 
structure downstream, a distance of 450 feet, 
is closed to all boating while the area is 
buoyed off. 
 
012.48C  Intake and Outlet Works. Those areas 
upstream and downstream of Gavins Point 
Powerhouse draft tube intakes and outlets 
which are marked by buoys, signs, or both, as 
hazardous areas are closed to all boating. 


 
012.49  Liberty Cove Reservoir - 36 acres  (2 
miles south, 2½ miles west of Lawrence, Webster 
County) - 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.50  Long Lake (20 miles southwest of 
Johnstown, Brown County) Motorboats may be used 
only for fishing. Speed in excess of five miles 
per hour is prohibited and speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels, or property. 
 
012.51  Maloney Reservoir (6 miles south of North 
Platte, Lincoln County) Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels, or property within the following 
areas, Mills Lagoon, the small bay area in South 
Bay which is adjacent to Lots 245 through 250, the 
Southwest Bay adjacent to Lots 88 and 89 and the 
Mill Island Boat Club Bay. Boats are not permitted 
within the restricted areas at the following 
locations: 


 
(1) The inlet area 
(2) The outlet area 
(3) The swimming area adjacent to the main  


recreation area 
(4) The swimming area adjacent to the J.C. 


recreation area 
(5) The swimming area adjacent to the area 


of South Beach 
 
012.52  Maskenthine Lake (1 ½ miles north of 
Stanton, Stanton County) Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited. Speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property. 
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012.53 Meadowlark Lake (4 miles west and 1 ½ 
miles north of Agnew, Seward County) Speed in 
excess of 5 mph/no wake is prohibited. Speed of 
all vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to persons, vessels, or property. 
 
012.534  Medicine Creek Reservoir (Harry Strunk 
Lake, 2 miles west, seven miles north of 
Cambridge, Frontier County). Speed in excess of 
five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property within Concession 
Area Bay. 
 
012.545  Merritt Reservoir (25 miles southwest of 
Valentine, Cherry County).  No person or persons 
shall operate or manipulate water skis, surfboards 
or similar devices and the speed of all vessels 
must be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property within the areas marked by 
buoys in the Boardman Creek area and the area 
known as the Snake Arm and in the area known as 
Powder Horn Arm, more properly described as: (1) 
that portion of the SW ¼, S30, T31N, R30W, from 
200 yards east of the boat ramp to 50 yards west 
of the boat ramp, and 200 yards lakeward (south) 
of the boat ramp: and, (2) the entrance channel to 
the area known as Hidden Lake, located in the NW 
¼, NW ¼, S31, T31N, R30W. 


 
012.545A  Motorboat travel through the island 
channel in the Powder Horn Arm located in the 
SW ¼, S25, T31N, R31W, shall be one-way only 
from north to south.  Travel from south to 
north through said channel shall be unlawful. 


 
012.556  Midway Lake (5 miles southwest of Cozad, 
Dawson County) 


 
012.567 Olive Creek Lake (1½ miles east, 1¾ miles 
south of Kramer, Lancaster County) Speed in excess 
of five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of 
all vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to persons, vessels, or property. 


 
012.578  Oliver Reservoir (12 miles west of 
Kimball, Kimball County) 
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012.589  Pawnee Lake (2 miles north, 1½ miles west 
of Emerald, Lancaster County)  Speed in excess of 
5 miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels, or property within the following 
areas on Pawnee Lake as marked by buoys: 


 
012.589A  Dam Zone: An area paralleling the 
shoreline of the dam extending 200 feet 
lakeward. 


 
012.589B  Northeast Activity Area Bay: The 
entire bay within the breakwater structure 
situated in the SW ¼ of Section 9, T10N, R5E. 


 
012.589C  Upper End: All that portion of the 
upper end of the reservoir, including 
Lakeview Campground Bay, situated in the N ½ 
of Sections 8 and 9, T10N, R5E. 


 
012.589D  South Activity Area: The public 
launching and docking site at the South 
Activity Area situated in the NE ¼ of Section 
17, T10N, R5E. 
 
012.589E The following described area shall 
be closed to all vessels except vessels 
operated by the Commission or vessels duly 
authorized by the Commission and engaged in 
search and rescue: 
 


012.589E1  All that portion of the 
Northeast Activity Area shoreline 
designated as the swimming beach area 
situated in the SW ¼ of  Section 9, 
T10N, R5E. 


 
012.589E2  That portion of the 
reservoir's west shoreline north of West 
Adams Street designated as the swimming 
beach area situated in the SE ¼ of 
Section 8, T10N, R5E.  


 
012.5960  Phillips Canyon Reservoir - 142 acres  
(8 miles south, 1 mile east of Lexington, Gosper 
County) 


 
012.601 Pibel SRA (9 mi. S & 1 mi. E of Bartlett, 
Wheeler County) - 5 mph/no wake per request from 
the Fisheries Division to enhance fishing 
opportunities for anglers using gas powered boat 
motors. 
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012.612  Plum Creek Reservoir - 252 acres (8 miles 
south,  3½ miles east of Cozad, Dawson County) 


 
012.623 - Powder Creek Reservoir (2 mi. E & 4 mi. 
S of Newcastle, Dixon County) - 5 mph/no wake per 
request from the Fisheries Division to enhance 
fishing opportunities for anglers using gas 
powered boat motors. 


 
012.634 Prairie Lake - 32-Mile H Dam - 65 acres -
(1½ miles east, 4½ miles south, junction of Hwy. 6 
& 34, Juniata corner) - 5 mph/no wake 


 
012.645  Public Power and Irrigation Canals. Speed 
in excess of five miles per hour is prohibited and 
speed of all vessels must be reduced so the wash 
and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury 
or damage to persons, vessels or property on all 
public power and irrigation canals in the State of 
Nebraska unless said canals are otherwise posted. 
 
012.656  Rat Lake (Cherry County) Motorboats may 
be used only for fishing. Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property. 
 
012.667  Red Fox Wildlife Management Area - 22 
acres (1 mile south of Pilger, Stanton County) - 5 
mph/no wake 


 
012.678  Red Willow Reservoir (Hugh Butler Lake, 8 
miles north of McCook, Red Willow and Frontier 
Counties) Speed in excess of five miles per hour 
is prohibited and speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property within the following bays: 
South Boat Ramp Bay located in the SW ¼ of Section 
36, T5N, R30W, in Frontier County and the NW ¼ of 
Section 2, T4N, R30W of Red Willow County, 
Concession Bay, located in SE ¼ of Section 25, 
T5N, R30W of Frontier County; Swim Beach Bay 
located in the SE ¼ of Section 25, SW ¼ of Section 
30, NW ¼ of Section 31 and the NE ¼ of Section 36 
all in T5N, R30W of Frontier County. 


 
012.689  Rockford Lake (7 miles east, 2 miles 
south of Beatrice, Gage County) 
 
012.6970  Roseland Lake (32-Mile D Dam) - 66 acres  
(4½ miles west, 1½ miles south, junction of Hwys. 
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6 & 34,  Juniata corner) - 5 mph/no wake 
 


 
012.701  Sandy Channel State Recreation Area (1½ 
miles south of Elm Creek Interchange of I-80, 
Buffalo and Phelps Counties). Speed in excess of 
five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels, or property - 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.72 Sanitary and Improvement District No. 177 
(Riverside Lakes, 1 mile west of Elkhorn, Douglas 
County) 


012.72A  On the “West Lake" (also known 
as the “boating lake"), all powered 
watercraft shall operate in a counter-
clockwise direction in a traffic pattern 
as delineated on the attached map. 
Traveling in the direction opposite of 
the traffic flow is permitted only to 
pick up a downed skier. 


 
012.72B  From ½ hour after sunset until 
½ hour before sunrise, boat speed is 
limited to 5 mph/no wake on the West 
Lake. 


 
012.72C  Overtaking and passing a boat 
must be done to the left of the craft 
being overtaken. 


 
012.72D  When towing a skier on holidays 
and weekends, an observer must be 
present in the boat. At all times, the 
State Boat Act requiring a rear view 
mirror or an observer applies. 


 
012.72E  Boats traveling faster than 
trolling speed must stay at least 75 
feet offshore. 


 
012.72F  The “East Lake" (also known as 
the “fishing lake") shall have a maximum 
speed limit of 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.72G The towing of inflatable non-
steerable floatation devices (inner 
tubes, etc.) is not allowed. The towing 
of floatation devices specifically 
manufactured for pulling behind boat is 
permitted. 


 
012.72H Powered watercraft shall not be 
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operated between a downed skier and the 
towing boat. 


 
 
012.72J Tow lines shall not exceed 75 
feet in length. 


 
 
012.713  Shell Lake (Cherry County) Speed in 
excess of five miles per hour is prohibited and 
speed of all vessels must be reduced so the wash 
and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury 
or damage to persons, vessels or property. 


 
012.724  Sherman Reservoir (4 miles east of Loup 
City, Sherman County) 
 
012.735  Smith Lake (23 miles south of Rushville, 
Sheridan County) Motorboats may be used only for 
fishing. Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited and speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property. 


 
012.746  South Pine Wildlife Management Area - 80 
acres  (11 miles south, 2 miles west of Long Pine, 
Brown County) - 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.757  Stagecoach Lake (1 ½ miles south, ½ mile 
west of Hickman, Lancaster County) Speed in excess 
of five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of 
all vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to persons, vessels or property. 


 
012.768  Summit Lake (2 ½ miles west of Tekamah, 
Burt County) Speed in excess of five miles per 
hour is prohibited and speed of all vessels must 
be reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property. 


 
012.779  Sutherland Reservoir (6 miles southwest 
of Sutherland, Lincoln County) All boating is 
prohibited within signed or buoyed areas in canal 
inlet and outlet, pump house inlet bay, cooling 
pond and cooling pond outlet. Speed in excess of 
five miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property within the following 
areas:  Hershey Beach, that portion of water 
approximately 30 yards west of the boat ramp and 
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30 yards north then east southeast to the east 
shore line; West Boat Ramp, that portion of water 
located within this bay to 50 yards east of the 
ramp and the bay area west and south of the boat 
ramp.  


 
012.780  Swan Lake (28 miles south of Atkinson, 
Holt County) Speed in excess of five miles per 
hour is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property. 
 
012.7981  Swanson Reservoir (3 miles west of 
Trenton, Hitchcock County) Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property within the following 
bays: Macklin and Spring Creek. 


 
012.82 Timber Point Lake (1 mile south and 2 miles 
east of Brainard, Butler County) Speed in excess 
of five miles per hour is prohibited.  Speed of 
all vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake 
will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury or damage 
to person, vessels or property. 
 
012.803  Twin Lakes (16 miles south, 2½ miles east 
and 2 miles south of Bassett, Rock County). Speed 
in excess of five miles per hour is prohibited.  
Speed of all vessels must be reduced so the wash 
and wake will cause no discomfort, hazard, injury 
or damage to person, vessels or property. 
 
012.814 Twin Lakes State Wildlife Management Area 
(3 miles north and 5 miles east of Milford, Seward 
County) - Closed to sail-boats at all times and 
all other forms of boating from October 15 to 
December 31.  Speed in excess of five miles per 
hour is prohibited.  Speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to person, 
vessels or property. 


 
012.825  Wagon Train Lake (2 miles east of 
Hickman, Lancaster County) Speed in excess of five 
miles per hour is prohibited and speed of all 
vessels must be reduced so the wash and wake will 
cause no discomfort hazard, injury or damage to 
persons, vessels or property over the entire water 
surface area with respect to motorboats. 


 
012.836  Walgren State Recreation Area (2½ miles 
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east, 2 ½ miles south of Hays Springs, Sheridan 
County) Speed in excess of five miles per hour is 
prohibited and speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels, or property. 


 
012.847  Walnut Creek Reservoir (Papio 21) - 103 
acres  (2 miles south, 3 miles east of Papillion, 
Sarpy County) - 5 mph/no wake.  


 
012.858  Wildwood Wildlife Management Area (1 mile 
north and 1 mile west of Agnew, Lancaster County) 
- 5 mph/no wake. 
 
012.869  Willow Creek Reservoir (1 mile west, 1 
mile south of Pierce, Pierce County) All power 
boating traffic shall travel in a 
counter-clockwise direction. It shall be unlawful 
to operate a power boat while pulling more than 
two persons on water skis, surfboards or similar 
devices at the same time.  
 
012.8790  Willow Lake B.C. Wildlife Management 
Area (17 miles south, 11½ miles west of Ainsworth, 
Brown County)  Speed in excess of five miles per 
hour is prohibited. Speed of all vessels must be 
reduced so the wash and wake will cause no 
discomfort, hazard, injury or damage to persons, 
vessels or property. 


 
012.8891  Wirth Brothers Lake - 36 acres  (1 mile 
west, 3 miles south, 1 mile west of Cook, Johnson 
County) - 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.8992 Yankee Hill State Wildlife Management 
Area (2½ miles east and 1 mile south of Denton, 
Lancaster County) - 5 mph/no wake. 


 
012.903  All Fish & Wildlife Service managed 
waterfowl production areas (WPA) are 5 mph/no wake 
unless otherwise posted. Air boats are prohibited. 
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NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
 
 
LAST APPROVAL DATE: April 5, 2005  May 11, 2006 
 
Title 163 - NEBRASKA GAME AND PARKS COMMISSION 
 
Chapter 3 - Boating Regulations 
 
 


 
 
015 Special Rules and Regulations for Non-public Lake 


Associations. 
 


015.01 These special rules and regulations governing 
operation of vessels, including water-skiing and other 
related activities, on waters administratively 
controlled by nonpublic lake associations, are adopted 
under authority of section 37-1266, R.R.S. 1993. They 
are effective following enactment by the Game and Parks 
Commission, approval by the Attorney General and 
Governor and when five days have elapsed after filing 
with the Secretary of State. 


 
015.01A  Definitions: The following definitions 
shall apply as used throughout these rules and 
regulations. 


 
015.01A1   Nonpublic lake association shall 
mean an organization of lakeside residents 
with administrative control over nonpublic 
waters of this state. 


 
015.02  The following special rules and regulations 
shall apply to nonpublic lake associations: 


 
015.02A  Beaver Lake - Cass County, 5 miles south 
and 1 mile east of Plattsmouth. 
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015.02A1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction 
and boats  shall operate at 5 miles per 
hour (mph)/no wake within 75 feet from 
the shoreline. 


 
015.02A2  The maximum boating speed is 
45 mph. 


 
015.02A3  From ½ hour after sunset until 
½ hour before sunrise, boat speed is 
limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02A4  Five (5) mph/no wake zones are 
marked with buoys as indicated on the 
attached map. 


 
015.02A5  When over taking and passing 
another boat, boaters must pass to the 
deep water side (left). 


 
015.02B  Bucktail Lake - Merrick County, 14 
miles west of Osceola. 


 
015.02B1  Boating in excess of 40 mph is 
prohibited. 


 
015.02B2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise 
direction. 


 
015.02B3  The maximum allowable length 
of a tow rope used when pulling a tube 
shall be 50 feet. 


 
015.02B4  Passing of other boats is not 
allowed in the narrow channel areas in 
front of Lot 12 and the common area west 
of Lot 12 as designated on the attached 
map.   


 
015.02C  Capitol Beach Lake - Lancaster County, 
west edge of Lincoln  


015.02C1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise 
direction. 


 
015.02C2  The area between the lake shore and 
the white buoys as indicated on the attached 
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map is a 5 mph/no wake zone. 
 


015.02C3  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02C4  Boats shall not follow a skier 
closer than 200 feet. 


 
015.02C5  Canoes, rafts, tubes or other 
devices, unless being towed, and are not 
readily recognized as power craft are not 
permitted beyond the white buoy area. 


 
015.02D  Ginger Woods - Douglas County, 1½ miles 
southwest of Valley. 


 
015.02D1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction 
around the island in a traffic pattern as 
delineated on the attached map. 


 
015.02D2  Vessels shall not stop in narrow 
area as indicated on the map impeding traffic 
flow. 


 
015.02D3  Ski boats are limited to a two rope 
maximum when skiing, tubing, or boarding. 


 
015.02D4  Tow lines shall not exceed 100 feet 
in length. 


 
015.02D5  As indicated on the map, the coves 
adjacent to the cluster homes are designated 
as 5 mph/no wake zones. 


 
015.02D6  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02D7  As a safety measure during special 
events, boating activity may be restricted as 
deemed necessary and as posted by the Ginger 
Woods II Home Association. 


 
015.02D8 The maximum speed limit for all 
vessels shall be 40 mph between the hours of 
one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour 
after sunset. 
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015.02E Hanson Lake #2 - Sarpy Co.; 4 miles south 
and 1 1/2 miles west of Bellevue. 


 
015.02E1 All powered watercraft shall operate 
in a counter-clockwise direction in a traffic 
pattern as delineated on the attached map. 


 
015.02E2 All people in tow shall remain 
behind the wake of the tow boat when 
approaching and traversing the narrow part of 
the lake which is the area between lots 148, 
149, and 150 on the north shore and lots 188, 
189, 190 and 191 on the south shore. 


 
015.02E3 Maximum speed on the lake is not to 
exceed 45 mph during daytime hours. 


 
015.02E4 From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02E5 Boat shall not follow a skier closer 
than 200 feet. 


 
015.02F  Hanson Lake #3 - Sarpy Co;, 4 miles south 
and 1½ miles west of Bellevue. 


 
015.02F1  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02F2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction in a 
traffic pattern as delineated on the attached 
map. 


 
015.02F3  Watercraft towing a skier shall 
have the right-of-way over a mechanical 
watercraft not pulling a skier. 


 
015.02F4 The lake area east of lot 6 and west 
of lot 63, commonly known as the ‘channel,’ 
is designated as a 5 mph/no wake zone. 


 
015.02F5 All vessels shall not exceed 5 
mph/no wake within 30 yards of any boat lift 
or swimmer in the water. 
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015.02F6 The maximum speed limit for all 
vessels shall be 45 mph between the hours of 
one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour 
after sunset. 


 
015.02F7 The racing of boats is prohibited. 


 
 


015.02G  Hawaiian Village - Sarpy County, 6 miles 
south of Papillion. 


 
015.02G1  Commencing to ski, dropping skiers, 
or skiing outside the wake is prohibited 
within the narrows as indicated on the 
attached map. 


 
015.02G2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02G3  Boats shall not follow a skier 
closer than 200 feet. 
015.02G4  Boats must not operate between a 
downed skier and his towing boat. 


 
015.02G5  Boat speed in the coves as 
indicated on the attached map is limited to 5 
mph/no wake. 


 
015.02G6  The towing of inflatable non-
steerable flotation devices (inner tubes, 
etc.) is not allowed.  The towing of 
flotation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling  behind boats is permitted. 


 
015.02G7  As a safety measure during special 
events, boating activity may be restricted as 
deemed necessary and as posted by the 
Hawaiian Village Lake Association Board of 
Directors. 


 
015.02G8  The maximum speed limit for boats 
(daylight hours) is 35 miles per hour. From ½ 
hour after sunset until ½ hour before 
sunrise, boat speed is limited to 5 mph/no 
wake 


 
015.02H  Legge’s Lake - Dodge County, 3 miles east 
and 1½ miles south of North Bend. 
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015.02H1  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02H2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02H3  Motorboat racing is prohibited 


 
015.02H4  The towing of inflatable non-
steerable flotation devices (inner tubes, 
etc) is not  allowed.  The towing of  
flotation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling  behind boats is permitted. 


 
015.02H5  Ski boats shall be limited to 
towing a maximum of two skiers. 


 
015.02H6  Skiing will not be allowed within 
40 feet of the shoreline. 


 
015.02I  Leisure Lake - Dodge County, ½ mile west 
of Fremont. 


 
015.02I1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02I2  The maximum boating speed is 30 
mph. 


 
015.02I3  Boats shall not follow a skier 
closer than 200 feet. 


 
015.02J  Middle Island Lake - Cass County, ½ mile 
east of South Bend. 


 
015.02J1  From ½ hour after sunset until 9:00 
a.m., boat speed is limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02J2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction in a 
traffic pattern as delineated on the attached 
map. 


 
015.02J3  Boats shall not follow a skier 
closer than 200 feet. 


 
015.02J4  Boats must not operate between a 
downed skier and his towing boat. 
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015.02J5  Ski boats shall be limited to 
towing a maximum of one skier. 


 
015.02J6  In the area 50 yards either side of 
the entrance bridge marked by white buoys and 
as indicated on the attached map, boat speed 
is limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


015.02K  Morningstar Lake  - Merrick County, 14 
miles west of Osceola. 


 
015.02K1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction in a 
traffic pattern as delineated on the attached 
map. 


 
015.02K2  The towing of inflatable non-
steerable flotation devices (inner tubes, 
etc.) is not allowed.  The towing of 
flotation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling behind boats is permitted. 


 
015.02K3  Tow lines shall not exceed 60 feet 
in length. 


 
015.02K4  There shall be no motorboat towing 
or otherwise assisting a person on waterskis, 
aquaplane or similar device from a period of 
one-half hour after sunset to 9:00 a.m. 


 
015.02K5  Speed limit for all boats shall be 
30 mph from 9:00 a.m. to one-half hour after 
sunset. 


 
015.02L  North Lake - Cass County, ½ mile east of 
South Bend. 


 
015.02L1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02L2  Boats shall not follow a skier 
closer than 150 feet. 


 
015.02L3  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02L4  Power  boats shall not be operated 
between a downed skier and the towing boat. 
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015.02M  Pine Lake - Lancaster County, 1 mile 
southeast of Lincoln. 


 
015.02M1  From ½ hour after sunset until 8:00 
a.m., boat speed is limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02M2  Ski boats shall be limited to 
towing a maximum of one skier.  


 
015.02N  Riverside Lakes - Douglas County, 1 mile 
west of Elkhorn. 


 
015.02N1  On the “West Lake" (also known as 
the “boating lake"), all powered watercraft 
shall operate in a counter-clockwise 
direction in a traffic pattern as delineated 
on the attached map. Traveling in the 
direction opposite of the traffic flow is 
permitted only to pick up a downed skier. 


 
015.02N2  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake on the West Lake. 


 
015.02N3  Overtaking and passing a boat must 
be done to the left of the craft being 
overtaken. 


 
015.02N4  When towing a skier on holidays and 
weekends, an observer must be present in the 
boat. At all times, the State Boat Act 
requiring a rear view mirror or an observer 
applies. 


 
015.02N5  Boats traveling faster than 
trolling speed must stay at least 75 feet 
offshore. 


 
015.02N6  The “East Lake" (also known as the 
“fishing lake") shall have a maximum speed 
limit of 5 mph/no wake at all times. 


 
015.02N7 The towing of inflatable non-
steerable floatation devices (inner tubes, 
etc.) is not allowed. The towing of 
floatation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling behind boat is permitted. 
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015.02N8 Powered watercraft shall not be 
operated between a downed skier and the 
towing boat. 


 
015.02N9 Tow lines shall not exceed 75 feet 
in length. 


 
015.02ON  Sack’s Lake - York County, 3 miles east 
and 1  mile north of McCool Junction. 


 
015.02ON1  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02ON2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02ON3  As indicated on the attached map, 
the speed limit in the cove and within 40 
feet of the shoreline is limited to 5 mph/no 
wake. 


 
015.02PO  Summer Haven - Dodge County, Two miles 
west from Fremont. 


 
015.02PO1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02PO2  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02PO3  Boats operating in the traffic 
pattern as described on the attached map have 
the right-of-way over entering boats. 


 
015.02PO4  The racing of boats is prohibited. 


 
015.02QP  Sundance Lake - Merrick County, 14 miles 
west of Osceola. 


 
015.02QP1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction.  
All boats must stay to the right of the buoys 
when entering or exiting the west lake as 
indicated on the attached map. 


 
015.02QP2  The maximum speed limit for boats 
(daylight hours) is 35 miles per hour. From ½ 
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hour after sunset until ½ hour before 
sunrise, boat speed is limited to 5 mph/no 
wake. 


 
 
015.02QP3  The towing of inflatable non-
steerable flotation devices (inner tubes, 
etc.) is not  allowed.  The towing of  
flotation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling behind boats is permitted. 


 
015.02QP4  The racing of powered craft is 
prohibited. 


 
015.02QP5  Boats shall not follow a skier 
closer than 200 feet. 


 
015.02QP6  In the area marked by buoys and as 
indicated on the attached map, boat speed is 
limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02QP7  As a safety measure during special 
events, boating activity may be restricted as 
deemed necessary and as posted by the 
Sundance Lake Association. 


 
015.02RQ  Ventura Lake - Dodge County, 5 miles 
west of Fremont. 


 
015.02RQ1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02RQ2  Under the bridge as indicated on 
the attached map, 5 mph/no wake traffic must 
stay to the left of the buoys, or as marked 
on the bridge. 


 
015.02RQ3  The maximum boating speed is 40 
mph. 
 
015.02RQ4  The towing of inflatable non-
steerable flotation devices (inner tubes, 
etc)is not allowed.  The towing of steerable 
flotation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling behind boats is permitted. 


 
015.02SR  Villa Springs - Sarpy County, 2 miles 
south of Springfield. 
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015.02SR1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02SR2  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 
 
015.02SR3  Power  boats shall not be operated 
between a downed skier and the towing boat. 


 
015.02SR4  Boating in the channel east of 
Lots 7 & 8 as delineated on the attached map 
is limited to 20 mph. 


 
015.02SR5  The maximum boating speed is 35 
mph. 


 
015.02TS  Wa-con-da Lake - Cass County, 2 miles 
north and 3 miles east of Union. 


 
015.02TS1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction as 
designated on the attached map. 


 
015.02TS2  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to  
5 mph/no wake. 
 
015.02TS3  The towing of inflatable non-
steerable flotation devices (inner tubes, 
etc.) is not allowed.  The towing of 
flotation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling behind boats is permitted. 


 
015.02TS4  Boat speed in the cove areas as 
indicated on the attached map is limited to 5 
mph/no wake. 


 
015.02UT  Wagner Lakes - Platte County, within the 
city limits of Columbus. 


 
015.02UT1  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02UT2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02UT3  In lakes Ann, Cottonwood, Dirk, 
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Judd, Pearl, and Shangri-la as indicated on 
the attached map, boat speed is limited to 5 
mph/no wake. 


 
015.02UT4  A boat shall not be anchored for 
fishing or any other purpose in such a way as 
to obstruct a passageway ordinarily used by 
other boats. 


 
015.02UT5  In all canals skiing or towing of 
other devices is not permitted, no boat shall 
overtake and pass another boat and boat speed 
is limited to 5 mph/no wake.  


 
015.02UT6   Skiing is permitted only in Lake 
August and in Lake August other power boats 
shall yield the right-of-way to powered boats 
pulling skiers. 


 
015.02UT7  Skiing will not be allowed within 
40 feet of the shoreline. 


 
015.02VU  Whitetail Lake - Platte County, ½ mile 
south of Columbus. 


 
015.02VU1  From ½ hour after sunset until 
10:00 a.m., boat speed is limited to 5 mph/no 
wake. 


 
015.02VU2  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02VU3  The maximum allowable length of a 
tow rope shall be 75 feet. 


 
015.02VU4  Skiing will not be allowed within 
40 feet of the shoreline. 


 
015.02V5  As indicated on the attached map, 
the speed limit in the indicated cove areas 
is limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02WV  Willers Cove - Stanton County, from 
Pilger, 1½ miles south. 


 
015.02WV1  The maximum speed limit for boats 
(daylight hours) is 55 miles per hour. From ½ 
hour after sunset until ½ hour before 
sunrise, boat speed is limited to 5 mph/no 
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wake. 
 


015.02XW  Willow Bend - Hamilton County, 3 miles 
south of Central City. 


 
015.02XW1  All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 


 
015.02XW2  Boat and skiing traffic must keep 
to the right of the buoys on the east corner 
as indicated on the attached map. 


 
015.02XW3  In the lake area adjacent to the 
Platte River, boat speeds must not exceed 20 
mph at any time, only one skier per boat is 
allowed, and the skier must stay directly 
behind the boat. 
015.02XW4  Boating in excess of 40 mph is 
prohibited. 


 
015.02XW5 From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02XW6 The speed for all vessels in the 
cove at the northwest corner of the lake in 
the water around “Duck Island” from lot 9, 
around the boat ramp, and lots 10, 11, 12, 
13, and 14, is limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02YX  Wolf Lake - Saunders County, 2 miles 
east of Morse Bluff. 


 
015.02YX1 The maximum speed limit for boats 
is 25 miles per hour. 


 
015.02YX2  From one-half hour after sunset 
until 8:00 a.m., speed is limited to 5 mph/no 
wake. 


 
015.02ZY  Woodcliff Lakes Inc.- Saunders County, 5   
miles south and 1 mile east of Fremont 


 
015.02ZY1  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is limited to 
5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02ZY2  The marina area and the associated 
entrance channel, Church’s Cove, Quack Bay, 
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Poehlings Bay, South Cedar Bay, North Cedar 
Bay, and Horseshoe Bend are designated as 5 
mph/no wake zones as indicated on the 
attached map. 


 
015.02ZY3  All boating and skiing on Lake 
Ski-Di will be in a counter clockwise 
direction adjacent to the island as 
identified on the attached map. 


 
015.02ZY4  The towing of inflatable non-
steerable flotation devices (ex.- inner 
tubes) is not  allowed. The towing of  
flotation devices specifically manufactured 
for pulling behind boats is permitted except 
between the hours of 12:00 noon and 6:00 p.m. 
on weekends and holidays. 


 
015.02ZY5  As a safety measure during special 
events, boating activity may be restricted as 
deemed necessary and as posted by Woodcliff 
Lakes, Inc. 


 
015.02AAZ  Lake Oconee Estates - Platte County, 6W 
of Columbus  


 
015.02AAZ1  Speed limit for all boats shall 
be 35 mph from 10:00 a.m. to one-half hour 
after sunset and 5 mph/no wake from one-half 
hour after sunset to 10:00 a.m. 


 
015.02AAZ2  There shall be no motorboat 
towing or otherwise assisting a person on 
waterskis, aquaplane, tube or similar device 
from a period of one-half hour after sunset 
to 10:00 a.m.  


 
015.02AAZ3  Tow ropes shall not exceed 75 
feet in length. 


 
015.02ABA Heron Point Lake Merrick County, 14 
miles west of Osceola. 


 
015.02ABA1 All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise direction. 
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015.02ABA2 The maximum speed limit for 
boats (daylight hours) is 35 miles per 
hour.  From ½ hour after sunset until ½ 
hour before sunrise, boat speed is 
limited to 5 mph/no wake. 


 
015.02ABA3 The towing of inflatable 
nonsteerable flotation devices (inner 
tubes, etc.) is not allowed.  The towing 
of flotation devices specifically 
manufactured for pulling behind boats is 
permitted. 


 
015.02ABA4 The racing of powered craft 
is prohibited. 


 
015.02ABA5 Boats shall not follow a 
skier closer than 200 feet. 


 
015.02ABA6 In the area marked by buoys 
west from lot line 7/8 and lot line 
40/41 and as indicated on the attached 
map, boat speed is limited to 5 mph/no 
wake. 
 


015.02ACB    Lake Socorro – Colfax County, 1 
mile south of Schuyler 


 
015.02ACB1 Speed for all boats shall not 
exceed 40 mph between 8:00 a.m. and ½ 
hour after sunset, and shall not exceed 
5 mph/no wake from ½ hour after sunset 
to 8:00 a.m. 


 
015.02ACB2 The towing of inflatable non-
steerable floatation devices (inner 
tubes, etc.) is prohibited.  The towing 
of floatation devices specifically 
manufactured for pulling behind boats is 
permitted. 


 
015.02ACB3 The racing of motorboats is 
prohibited. 


 
015.02ACB4 All powered watercraft shall 
operate in a counter-clockwise 
direction. 


 
015.02ACB5 Non-powered watercraft 
(canoes, rafts, tubes etc) unless being 
towed as prescribed in 015.02AC2, shall 
be restricted to an area within 50 feet 
of the shoreline. 
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015.02ACB6 Tow lines shall not exceed 75 
feet in length and all vessels shall be 
limited to a maximum of two tow lines.  
All vessels are prohibited from 
following a skier for a distance of 200 
feet. 


 
015.02ACB7 In the area marked by buoys 
east of lot line 12/13 of Lake Socorro 
3rd addition, the area marked by buoys 
south of lot line 18/19 of Lake Socorro 
2nd addition, and the area marked by 
buoys east of lot line 1/2 of Lake 
Socorro 2nd  addition, as indicated on 
the attached map, boat speed shall not 
exceed 5 mph/no wake. 
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NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
 
 
 


ISSUE DATE: October 14, 2004 April 5, 2005 
 
Title 163 - NEBRASKA GAME AND PARKS COMMISSION 
 
Chapter 3 - Boating Regulations 
 
 
 


017 Boating Safety Education 
 


Under authority of and in compliance with sections 37-
1241.01 through 37-1241.08, R.R.S. 1999, the following 
regulations are prescribed by the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission and are effective following enactment by the Game 
and Parks Commission, approval by the Attorney General and 
Governor, and when five days have elapsed since filing with 
the Secretary of State. 


 
 


 
017.01 It shall be unlawful to fail to immediately show 
upon demand to any officer or person whose duty it is 
to enforce the State Boat Act satisfactory proof of 
completion of a boating safety course as provided in 
Nebraska State Statute 37-1241.06. 


 
017.02  No person shall permit or knowingly authorize 
the operation of any motorboat contrary to Nebraska 
State Statute 37-1241.06. 


 
017.03  The Nebraska Boating Basics boating safety 
course shall consist of a minimum of six formal 
classroom  hours and shall be taught by instructors 
approved by the Commission. 


 
017.03A  Satisfactory completion of the boating 
safety course is 75% accurateness of a proctored 
exam approved by the Commission. 


 







017.04 The Nebraska Boating Basics Home-study 
boating safety course shall consist of a minimum 
of two formal classroom hours and shall be taught 
by instructors approved by the commission. 
 
 017.04A  Satisfactory completion of the home-
study boating safety course is 75% accurateness of 
a proctored exam approved by the Commission. 
 
017.045  Reciprocity - Successful completion of  
boating safety courses certified and recognized by 
other States will be accepted in lieu of Nebraska 
Boating Basics by a non-resident motorboat, 
including personal watercraft operator. It shall 
be the responsibility of the non-resident 
motorboat, including personal watercraft operator 
to provide proof of such successful completion of 
a boating safety course certified and recognized 
by any other State if such person is operating any 
motorboat, including personal watercraft on the 
waters of this state. 
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