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Under current statute, the following case status determinations are available to the worker: 
 

Court Substantiated 
Petition to be Filed 
Inconclusive 

Court Pending 

Unable to Locate 
Agency Substantiated 

Unfounded 
 
For these categories, the following definitions apply: 
 
Court Substantiated: Court substantiated means that a District Court, County Court, or 

separate Juvenile Court has entered a judgment of guilty on a criminal 
complaint, indictment, or information, or an adjudication of jurisdiction 
on a juvenile petition under Section 43-247(3)(a), and the judgment or 
adjudication relates or pertains to the same subject matter as the report 
of abuse or neglect.  The court, the docket and page number should be 
noted in the case record. 

 
Petition to be Filed 
Court Pending:  Petition to be filed Court pending

 

 means that a criminal complaint, 
indictment, or information or a juvenile petition under Section 43-
247(3)(a), has been filed in District Court, County Court, or separate 
Juvenile Court, and that the allegations of the complaint, indictment, 
information, or juvenile petition relate or pertain to the same subject 
matter as the report of abuse or neglect. 

Inconclusive 
Agency Substantiated: Inconclusive Agency substantiated

 

 means that the evidence indicates 
that more likely than not (preponderance) that child abuse or neglect 
occurred and court adjudication does not occur. 

Unable to Locate:  Subjects of the maltreatment report have not been located after a good 
faith effort on the part of the Department. 

 
A good faith effort has been made when all available methods to locate 
the parties of interest have been utilized.  The case manager will 
consult with the supervisor before determining no other efforts are 
needed.  The efforts and the consultation will be documented in the 
case record. 

 
Unfounded:    All reports not classified as court substantiated, petition to be filed court 

pending, inconclusive agency substantiated,

 

 or unable to locate will be 
classified as unfounded. 

Statutory Reference:  Neb. Rev. Stat.
 

 § 28-720. 


