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TITLE 172 PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSURE
CHAPTER 75 LICENSURE OF HEARING INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS

75-001 SCOPE AND AUTHORITY: These regulations govern the licensure of hearing instrument
specialists under the Hearing Instrument Specialist Practice Act and the Uniform Credentialing Act
(UCA). Persons providing hearing instrument specialist services to clients located in Nebraska must
be licensed as hearing instrument specialists in Nebraska unless they are exempt under the Act.

75-002 DEFINITIONS

Attest or Attestation means that the individual declares that all statements on the application are true
and complete.

Complete application means an application that contains all of the information requested on the
application, with attestation to its truth and completeness, and that is submitted with the required
fees and all required documentation.

Licensure in another jurisdiction means holding a credential that authorizes the individual to engage
in the profession of hearing instrument specialists which would otherwise be unlawful, from the
District of Columbia or any state, territory, or possession of the United States of America, or any
province of Canada.

Military service means full-time duty in the active military service of the United States, a National
Guard call to active service for more than 30 consecutive days, or active service as a commissioned
officer of the Public Health Service or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Military
service may also include any period during which a servicemember is absent from duty on account
of sickness, wounds, leave, or other lawful cause. (From the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50
U.S.C. App. 501 et seq., as it existed on January 1, 2007.)

Served in the reqular armed forces has the same meaning as “military service” in these regulations.

75-003 INITIAL LICENSE: To receive a license to practice as a hearing instrument specialist, an
individual must submit a complete application, pay the appropriate fee, and meet the following
requirements:

1. Age and Good Character: Be at least 21 years old and of good character;

2. Citizenship/Lawful Presence: Be a citizen of the United States, an alien lawfully
admitted into the United States who is eligible for a credential under the Uniform
Credentialing Act, or a nonimmigrant lawfully present in the United States who is
eligible for a credential under the Uniform Credentialing Act;

3. Education: Have an education equivalent to a four-year course in an accredited high
school; and
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4. Examinations: Have successfully passed the following examinations:
a. The International Licensing Exam for Hearing Healthcare Professionals with
a passing score determined by a statistical equating process; and
b. The Nebraska Practical Examination with a passing score of at least 70 in

each subject.

75-003.01 Passed Licensure Examination But Is Not Practicing: An applicant who has met

the education and examination requirements for licensure, passed the examination more
than three years prior to the time of application, and who is not practicing at the time of
application must:

1.

2.

Complete 30 hours of continuing education from the categories listed in 172
NAC 75-008.02, items 1-3 within three years of the application; and
Submit documentation of completion of the continuing education hours which
includes:

a. Signed certificate of completion; and
b. Course outline or course objectives; or
C. Copies of transcripts from the college or university.

75-003.02 Licensed in Another Jurisdiction But Is Not Practicing: An applicant who has met

the standards for licensure based on a license in another jurisdiction and is not practicing at
the time of application for licensure must:

1.

2.

Complete 30 hours of continuing education from the categories listed in 172
NAC 75-008.02, items 1-3 within three years of the application; and
Submit documentation of completion of the continuing education hours which
includes:

a. Signed certificate of completion; and
b. Course outline or course objectives; or
C. Copies of transcripts from the college or university.

75-003.03 Licensed in Another Jurisdiction and Currently Practicing: An applicant who has

met the requirements for licensure based on a license in another jurisdiction and who is
practicing at the time of application for licensure must present proof that:

1.

2.

3.

S/he passed the International Hearing Society’s International Licensing
Exam for Hearing Healthcare Professionals;

The license was based on a practical examination that is equivalent to the
Nebraska Practical Examination; and

The Certification of Hearing Instrument Specialist License form was
completed by the licensing agency.

75-003.04 License Based on an Audiology License: An applicant who is a licensed

audiologist may be issued a hearing instrument specialist license by the Department without
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an examination, if the licensed audiologist maintains a practice or intends to maintain a
practice in which hearing instruments are regularly dispensed.

75-003.05 Denied or Withdrawn Applications

75-003.05A Denied Applications: An applicant for a hearing instrument specialist
license whose application is denied by the Department will be allowed the return of
his/her fee, except for a $25 administrative fee to be retained by the Department.
Any examination fee will not be returned.

75-003.05B Withdrawn Applications: An applicant for a hearing instrument
specialist license may request to withdraw the application. A request to withdraw an
application will be granted:

1. When the application is incomplete; or
2. When the request for withdrawal is received within five business days
of the receipt of a completed application.

If a request to withdraw an application is granted, the applicant will be allowed the
return of his/her fee, except for a $25 administrative fee to be retained by the
Department.

75-004 INITIAL TEMPORARY LICENSE: To receive a temporary license to practice as a hearing
instrument specialist, an individual must submit a complete application, pay the appropriate fee, and
meet the following:

1. Age and Good Character: Be at least 21 years old and of good character;

2. Citizenship/Lawful Presence: Be a citizen of the United States, an alien lawfully
admitted into the United States who is eligible for a credential under the Uniform
Credentialing Act, or a nonimmigrant lawfully present in the United States who is
eligible for a credential under the Uniform Credentialing Act; and

3. Education: Have an education equivalent to a four-year course in an accredited high
school.

75-004.01 Expiration of a Temporary Credential: All temporary credentials will become null
and void upon the Department’s notification that the temporary credential holder has passed
the examination or a year from the issuance date, whichever comes first.

75-004.02 Renewal or Reissuance of a Temporary Credential: A temporary license is valid
for no more than one year from the date of issuance but may be renewed for one additional
year if the applicant fails the licensure examination. A renewal or reissuance may take place
any time after the expiration of the license. Continuing competency is not a requirement for
renewal or reissuance of a temporary credential.

75-004.03 Denied or Withdrawn Applications

75-004.03A Denied Applications: An applicant for a temporary hearing instrument
specialist license whose application is denied by the Department will be allowed the
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return of his/her fee, except for a $25 administrative fee to be retained by the
Department. Any examination fee will not be returned.

75-004.03B Withdrawn Applications: An applicant for a temporary hearing
instrument license may request to withdraw the application. A request to withdraw
an application will be granted:

1. When the application is incomplete; or
2. When the request for withdrawal is received within five business days
of the receipt of a completed application.

If a request to withdraw an application is granted, the applicant will be allowed the
return of his/her fee, except for a $25 administrative fee to be retained by the
Department.

75-005 SUPERVISION OF ATEMPORARY HEARING INSTRUMENT SPECIALIST: Any person
who practices as a temporary hearing instrument specialist must be supervised by a credentialed
hearing instrument specialist.

75-005.01 Training: The supervisor must meet with the temporary credential holder face to
face twice weekly during the first 90 days of the initial training period, which will commence
upon the issuance of the temporary credential. Thereafter, the supervisor must meet with
the temporary credential holder monthly to evaluate the temporary credential holder’s
performance. The training during the initial 90-day training period will include:

Basic physics of sound;

The anatomy and physiology of the ear;

The function of hearing instruments;

Pure tone audiometry, including air conduction testing and bone conduction
testing;

Live voice or recorded voice speech audiometry;

Masking;

Recording and evaluation of audiograms and speech audiometry to
determine proper selection and adaptation of a hearing instrument; and

8. Taking ear mold impressions.
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75-005.02 During the first 25 hours of training, the temporary credential holder must not
have patient contact. Training will be done by observation only. During the second 25 hours
of training, the temporary credential holder will have patient contact. The training will cover
the following:

Taking client history;

Ear inspection;

Audiometric assessment;
Audiometric interpretation;

Candidate for hearing instrument use;
Selection of hearing instruments;
Taking ear mold impressions;
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8. Evaluating hearing instruments;
9. Fitting hearing instruments; and

10. Post fitting care.
75-005.03 Upon completion of the initial training, the supervisor must document the training

on a form provided by the Department.

75-006 LICENSURE EXAMINATION: To be eligible to take the Nebraska Practical Examination
administered by the Department, an applicant must have:

1. Met all the requirements for licensure pursuant to 172 NAC 75-003.01, items 1-3;
and
2. Submitted a complete application and the fee to the Department at least 30 days

prior to the administration of the examination.

75-006.01 Examination Period: The Nebraska Practical Examination will be offered a
minimum of two times per calendar year. The applicant will be notified of the date, time,
place, and other information pertinent to administration of the examination.

75-006.02 Examination Passing Scores: To receive a credential, each applicant must pass
the International Licensing Exam for Hearing Healthcare Professionals and the Nebraska
Practical Examination with the following scores:

1. International Licensing Exam for Hearing Healthcare Professionals with a
passing score determined by a statistical equating process; and
2. The Nebraska Practical Examination with a passing score of at least 70 in

each subject.
The Department will notify the applicant in writing of examination results.
75-006.03 Re-Examination: An applicant who fails the International Hearing Society’s

International Licensing Exam for Hearing Healthcare Professionals and/or the Nebraska
Practical Examination may retake the examination as follows:

1. International Licensing Exam for Hearing Healthcare Professionals:
a. An applicant who fails the exam must retake the entire examination.
b. The applicant will be entitled to reschedule the examination.
2. Nebraska Practical Examination:
a. An applicant who fails only one subject of examination must retake
the subject failed.
b. An applicant who fails both subjects of the examination must retake
the entire examination.
C. The applicant will be entitled to take the next scheduled examination.
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75-006.04 An applicant who is retaking an examination must submit to the Department:

1. A complete application from the Department; and
2. The required licensure fee according to 172 NAC 2 along with any other
applicable fees.

75-007 RENEWAL: An individual who wants to renew his/her license to practice as a hearing
instrument specialist must, prior to the expiration date, file an application for renewal, pay the fee,
and demonstrate compliance with the continuing education requirements. All hearing instrument
specialist credentials issued by the Department will expire on December 31 of each even-numbered
year.

75-008  CONTINUING COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS: Each person holding an active
credential must, on or before the date of expiration of the credential, comply with the continuing
competency requirements for his/her profession, unless the requirements are waived in accordance
with 172 NAC 75-008.04A, 75-008.04B or 75-008.04C. Each credentialed individual is responsible
for maintaining certificates or records of the continuing competency activities.

75-008.01 On or before December 31 of each even-numbered year, each hearing
instrument specialist who has an active credential must complete a total of 24 hours of
continuing education during the preceding 24-month period. The 24 hours must be
completed as follows:

75-008.02 Continuing Education: The continuing education requirement for hearing
instrument specialists is:

1. No less than eight hours of continuing education directly relating to the
practice of fitting hearing instruments including:

a. The science of hearing and hearing disorders;
b. The structure and function of hearing instruments; and
C. The psychology of the hearing impaired.
2. No more than eight hours of continuing education directly related to the

managerial aspects of the practice of fitting hearing instruments including:

a. Good business principles; and
b. Customer management principles; and

3. No more than eight hours of continuing education relating to hearing
measurement.

75-008.03 Acceptable Continuing Education: In order for a learning experience to be
accepted for renewal, reinstatement, or issuance of a credential, the learning experience
must relate to the practice of hearing instrument specialists and must be open to all
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credentialed hearing instrument specialists. The Board does not pre-approve continuing
education programs but may accept as continuing education the following:

1.

Academic Coursework: Courses taken either in person or online for college
credit will be accepted for continuing education upon submission of a
transcript by the college or university from which the course was taken.
Continuing education hours will be awarded as follows:

a. One academic semester credit hour equates to 15 contact hours.
b. One academic quarter credit hour equates to 10 contact hours.

Conferences/Workshops/Seminars: Attendance at these types of offerings
will be accepted for continuing education upon submission of a certificate of
completion which includes:

The date;

The location;

The course title;

The number of hours awarded;

A signature by the representative of the offering; and
A course brochure or course outline.
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Presenter/Speaker/Instructor: Presentations will be accepted for continuing
education upon submission of materials which show the content of the
presentation, including:

a. The title and date of the presentation; and

b. An outline or copies of the materials utilized in the presentation; or

C. A copy of the presentation brochure that includes the name(s) of the
presenter(s)

Independent Study: Independent study through written, audio or electronic
media will be accepted for continuing education when the program has an
examination to determine satisfactory completion of the program. Credit will
be given for the independent study upon submission of a certificate of
completion which includes:

The date;

The course title;

The number of hours awarded;

The course brochure or outline; and
The exam score.

PO To

A maximum of 8 hours of credit may be obtained by independent study each 24-
month renewal period.

75-008.03A One hour credit will be awarded for each 60 minutes of attendance.
Each program/activity must be at least 60 minutes in length. Credit will not be
awarded for breaks or meals.
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75-008.04 Waivers of Continuing Education

75-008.04A Military Service

1.

2.

Credential holders actively engaged in military service are not
required to pay the renewal fee.

The Department may waive continuing competency requirements if a
credential holder has served in the regular armed forces of the U.S.
during part of the credentialing period immediately preceding the
renewal date.

75-008.04B First Licensed: The Department waives continuing competency

requirements for individuals who were first credentialed within the 24-month period
immediately preceding the renewal date.

75-008.04C lliness or Disability: The Department may waive continuing competency

requirements, in whole or in part, if the credential holder has had a serious or
disabling illness or physical disability which prevented completion of the required
number of continuing education hours during the 24 months immediately preceding
the credential renewal date.

75-009 DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

75-009.01 Grounds for Discipline: A hearing instrument specialist license may have

disciplinary actions taken against it for the grounds specified in Neb. Rev. Stat. § 38-178 or
for unprofessional conduct.

75-009.02 Unprofessional Conduct: Unprofessional conduct means any departure from or

failure to conform to the standards of acceptable and prevailing practice of a profession or
the ethics of the profession, regardless of whether a person, consumer, or entity is injured,
but does not include a single act of ordinary negligence. Unprofessional conduct also
means conduct that is likely to deceive or defraud the public or is detrimental to the public
interest. Unprofessional conduct includes but is not limited to the acts set outin Neb. Rev.
Stat. § 38-179 and the following:

1.

Professional Relationships: Failure to safeguard the welfare of patients and

maintain appropriate professional relationships with patients and other health
care practitioners. Commission of any of the following acts or behavior
constitutes unprofessional conduct:

a.
b.

Improper use of another person for one’s own advantage;

Failure to decline to carry out hearing instrument specialist services
that have been requested when such services are known to be
contraindicated or unjustified;

Failure to decline to carry out procedures that have been requested
when the services are known to be outside of the hearing instrument
specialist’'s scope of practice;
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Verbally or physically abusing patients;

Falsification or unauthorized destruction of patient records;
Attempting to provide diagnostic or treatment information to patient(s)
that is beyond the hearing instrument specialist’s level of training and
expertise;

Delegating to other personnel those patient-related services when
the clinical skills and expertise of a hearing instrument specialist is
required;

Failure to have evidence of a current otologic examination performed
by a physician or a written statement signed by the patient and
audiologist that states that the patient has been informed that s/he
may have a medically or surgically remediable hearing loss and
should seek the advice of a physician prior to initiation of any aural
rehabilitation. A copy of the statement must have been provided to
the patient.

Failure to meet the conditions for referral as follows:

1) Conditions for Referral: Whenever any of the following
conditions are found to exist either from observations by the
credential holder or on the basis of information furnished by
the prospective hearing instrument user, a credential holder
must, prior to fitting or selling a hearing instrument to any
individual, provide the prospective hearing instrument user
with a written statement as outlined in 172 NAC 75-009.02,
item 1, i (2);

@) Visible congenital or traumatic deformity of the ear;

(b) History of, or active drainage from the ear within the
previous 90 days;

(© History of sudden or rapidly progressive hearing loss
within the previous 90 days;

(d) Acute or chronic dizziness;

(e) Unilateral hearing loss of sudden or recent onset
within the previous 90 days; and/or

) Significant air-bone gap (when generally acceptable
standards have been established).

[1] For purposes of these regulations, a
significant air-bone gap is defined as a
difference of 15 decibels or more between the
higher air conduction and the lower bone
conduction pure tone thresholds at two or
more succeeding octave frequencies of 500
Hertz through and including 4000 Hertz.

[2] Tests for significant air-bone gap must be
performed in a suitable environment using
appropriate equipment to establish threshold
values and with appropriate masking
procedures employed.
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(2 Written statement: If any of the conditions for referral are
found upon examination by the hearing instrument specialist,
the credential holder must provide the patient with a written
statement that states that the patient has a condition(s) that
would be best by consulting with a credentialed physician.
The statement must be signed by the patient and the
credential holder. A copy of the statement must be provided
to the patient and maintained in the credential holder’s files.

2. Failure to exercise appropriate supervision over persons who are authorized
to practice only under the supervision of the credentialed professional; and

3. Refusal to cooperate or failure to furnish requested information during a
licensing or disciplinary investigation by the Department.

75-010 REINSTATEMENT: This section applies to individuals previously credentialed in Nebraska
who seek the authority to return to practice in Nebraska with a valid Nebraska credential. Individuals
may apply for reinstatement as follows:

1. An individual whose credential has expired, been placed on inactive status,
voluntarily surrendered for an indefinite period of time, or suspended or limited for
disciplinary reasons, may apply for reinstatement at any time.

2. An individual whose credential has been voluntarily surrendered for a definite period
of time may apply for reinstatement after that period of time has elapsed.

3. An individual whose credential has been revoked may apply for reinstatement only
after a period of two years has elapsed from the date of revocation.

4, An individual whose credential has been permanently voluntarily surrendered may

not apply for reinstatement.

The voluntary surrender of a credential may be unrelated to disciplinary matters, or may be done to
resolve a pending disciplinary matter, in lieu of disciplinary action, or in response to a notice of
disciplinary action.

75-011 FEES: Fees referred to in these regulations are set out in 172 NAC 2, unless otherwise
specified.
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